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INTRODUCTION, 
TO THEN 


SEAMEN OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE: 


IE opinions of ſenſible, honeſt 
men, ſometimes partake of rhe 
fooliſh and abſurd, I remember a 
queſtion in the Houſe of Commons, 
whether ſoldiers, of the Romiſb per- 
ſuaſion, ſhould be ſent to certain 
of his majeſty's ſettlements abroad; 
when a member ſaid, © What fig- 
« nifies the religion of ſoldiers ? 
« They have no more religion than 
my horſes.” The houſe was of- 
fended at ſo abſurd and falſe a 
doctrine. It is an inconteſtible truth, 
that let a man's profeſſion or faiub 
be what it may, being honeſt, he 
la 2] wall 


[ iv } 
will be always true to e Kan 
ments. 

Whatever ſome, who. are not ac- 
quainted with ſeamen, may imagine, 
experience, in unnumbered inſtances, 
has ſatisfied me, that you require 
only to be commanded well, and you 
will obey well. When your- moral 
and religious conduct is not ſuch as 
it ought to be, particularly when you 
. are in actual ſervice, I am confident, 


that other people are moſt in fault, 


though you do not ſtand excuſed, and 

muſt anſwer for yourſelves. _ . 
Superſtition is the child of igno- 
rance, begotten by fear, and nurſed 
by guilt; but a propenſity to this 
weakneſs proves, that the mind has 
received impreſſions of a Being, that 
preſides over nature, who is feen only 
in his works; and that our. well-being 
depends 


== „ Aa hn ws „ "© 


3 
- b- a 1 


LF 8 
depends: on his mercy and his power. 
Chriſtianity removes every cloud of 
ignorance: it is replete with know- 
ledge and underſtanding : it makes 
our proſpects, beyond the grave, 
bright 4s the meridian fun: it con- 


vinces us, that the ſoul is immortal, 


and will flouriſh in immortal youth, 
when this world will crumble into 
atoms, “ and leave not a wreck be⸗ 
© hind?” | | 
You may now ſafely truſt me, when' 
I tell you, that Chriſtianity 1 is the only 
thing that can diſpel all fear, in re- 
gard to a life to come: it is this 
which fills the ſoul with f Joy, by the 
hope which it naturally inſpires ; 
being, of all other things in nature, 
the moſt comfortable to the heart df 


man. Now, my friends, for the fame 
reaſon, that ſeamen are the moſt jo- 
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vial part of. 1 „rhey ſhould 
cheriſh ther religion in their boſoms, 
to encreafe” their innetent Joys,” and 
prevent al all Fully purſuits. | 
You are not influenced by conſi- 
derations of pride or avarice, envy or 
falſe ambition ; conſequently, though 
wnlettered, you may the more eaſily 
comprehend, that the higheſt prin- 
ciple of action is derived from religion ; 
and whatever ſome, who would pals 
for men of great minds, may ima- 
gine, you not only challenge a right 
to be indulged in ſo noble a purſuit, 
but you bid the fairer for diſtinction, 
as the genuine children a the great 


F ather of mankind. 


| An baue man is the noble 8 
of God, i he believes in Chrift,” and 


obeys his Mus. The hearts of brave 
men naturally incline to the love of 


truſb, 
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gruss hegauſe they are rant. The 
baſe,” vho. are the lęaſt inclined. to 
religion, are, for the ae SFaſans the 
leaſt true and ſaler. 

Jam writing ro you, as to men who 
believe in Chriſtianity. Tou know very 

well chat. it comprehend ſoch inſtruc- 
tions as are beſt calculated to pre- 


ſerve health and contentment, true 


joy and ſolid ſatisfactiog, giving our 
days all the pleaſure they arę capable 


of. It is a rule of conduct, the beſt cal- 

culated for ſafety here, and immortal 

happineſs in a life to oe. 
Nothing can be of ſa mychuſe, t9 


Promote brocherly kindggh, gpod. 


fellowſhip, and all the gther advan- 
tages of ſocial life, as the religion of 
Cbriſt. This frees us from error 
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« by night, ind the peſtilence that 
« walketh -at- noon- day. T is by 
the glorious aid derived from it, that 
amidſt the din of war, and the toils - 
of commerce, chearfulneſs and-+good- 
kumour diſplay their joyous banners, 
and give every object a . and 
pleaſing hue. | 
If generoſity of mind, and wiling- 
neſs to hazard our blood for our 
country, entitle us to reſpect, you 


have a juſt claim. Maintain a cha- i v 
racter by prudence and ſober con- p 
duct, being at the ſame time active 4 n 
as bees, and lively as the air! 6 f 

A profligate, worthleſs fellow, may @« 
ſometimes do other people good; A t 
but if he forgets himſelf, he is ex- 1 | 
poſed to contempt: | miſery, created = - 


by vice, may render him an object 
Jy 3 of 
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of compaſſion; but applauſe, gratĩ- 
tude, affection, and eſteem, he can 
have no pretenſions to; andi his days 
are generally as ſhort as — 
wretchedꝓ. | 
As your friend, I: vi to ber you 
bappy ; ' flouriſhing in - proſperity in 
war, and peace. If you conſider your 
own value in the ſight of Cad and 
men, you will act like Chriſtiaus. 
At, the requeſt of ſome of: your 
very good and ſober friends, you 
perceive that I have devoted ſome of 
my. leiſure hours, in writing a book 
for your uſe; I hope you will con- 
ſider it as a good boot; and that 
thoſe who cannot read, may occa- 
ſionally learn its contents from others. 


There is hardly a vice againſt which 


J have not warned you, or. a virtue, 
1 ſuited 
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ſuited "'t6 your condition ich 1 
have not recommended: I. cenſider 
you as my brothers. We have all one 
God, one Saviour, one king, and ont 

common parent, our dear country { 
Lou will find the diviſions, and ſub- 
diviſions, which this book contains, 
will render it eaſy ; and the duties 
of which it treats, all depending on 
each other, conſtitute a {few of moral 
and religious _— ſuch as I hope 
"+ Wa al eaſily diſcern, that the 
object of my labour is no leſs than 
to provide for your eaſe and comfort 
in this world, with all the animated 
bravery which your preſent ſituation 
requires. At the ſame time, I con- 
duct you to a proſpect of that im- 
mortal happineſs, after death, which 
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che religion, taught us by our bleſſed 
Lord, promiſes in the ſtrongeſt terms, 


even on the authority a bas word 7 
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FRIENDS, BROTHERS, AND 
COUNTRYMEN, 


Your uy faichful fend, 
" and (according! to my office) ' 4 
devoted to ou ſerige, 


7⁰⁷ NAS HANWAY. 
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TION OF GOOD HABITS.. 


Reading — „ Page 1 
Habit — — — 2 
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Love of truth — Pak 

Quarrels or differences — 

Gaming — — — 

Stealing m "LM 

Whoring _— — 
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Anger and reſentment _ 
Prayer for meckneſs — — 


— M fl n f a 3 * I 18 . * + G. 1 
C0. N TEN . . 
* d . 


Care of wife and children  — Page 44 
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| HAPPINESS DEPENDNG ON CARE 


TO AVOID ALL EVIL AND VI- 
Clos PRACTICES, 2 


READING. 


HE beſt knowledge in the world, is 

the word of God; and the means of ob- 
taining it is, that every Chriſtian ſhould be 
taught to read. Tt is an honour to thoſe who 
can read; and it is an act of kindneſs when 
they aſſiſt others who cannot. If you learn 
the leſſons which this little book contains, 
and act like men and Chriſtians, yon will 


ſhew your friendſhip and good affections, 


and prove no leſs that you have courage 
and reſolution to avoid vice, and are fit 
for a ſea life, 
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There are many bad Chriſtiant who can, 
and many goed ones who cannot read; 
but every Chriſtian, as ſuch, ſhould learn 
to read. Ships at ſea, in fine weather, 
or in harbour, occaſionally afford leiſure : 
and for the reaſon that idleneſt is the root 
of all evil, it is right to have ſomething 
good to do: and happy might it be, if 
all commanders were of this opinion, and 
would ſee their ſhip's companies practiſe 
what they know. 

If care were alſo taken by parents and 
maſters, in every part of life, that no 
books ſhould be read which tend to cor- 
rupt morals, we ſhould not ſo often con- 
vert the food of the mind into poiſon, 
and promote miſery by the means which 
ought to be employed to prevent it. 


HABIT, 


T is a common ſaying, but not the 
leſs true, that habit makes ſinners or 


Jaints. And inlced ſuch is its force, that 


I It 


6 #3 

it is propoſed as a queſtion in the ſacred 
ſcriptures, Can the Ethiopian change his 
© ſkin, or the leopard his ſpots?” This 
is an alluſion to the difficulty of paſſing 
from evil to good. Should not this re- 
ſtrain us from evil, rather than diſ- 
hearten us in doing good? - Good has in 
its nature ſuch ſweet and amiable quali- 
ties, we need but fee it to admrre it, and 
from. admiration, we ſhall be naturally led 
to love and imitate it; 

Evil habits, indulged, grow up with 
us: if you would live with honour, and 
die in peace, be good while you are 
young z and when you grow old, your 
virtue will ſtick by you, as a ſure friend 
in all fortunes, | | 

Conſider yourſelves as Chriſtians : and 
you will diſcover, that you muſt, at all 
times of life, war againſt the evil defires of 
the heart; and as ſelfdenial is, in the iſſue, 
an exalted advantage to a Chri/tian, the 
conqueſt of evil habits will afford him 
ſubject for triumph. 

I It 


— — * 
— 
— —_ 


2 © i I . 


— COS 
— 
— 


143 
It is by the force of habit men become 
capable of bearing poverty and pain; and 
rather than do a ſinful deed, or even a ſcan- 
dalous one, they will ſuffer any evil, with 
a firmneſs which beſpeaks the truly brave 
man, and the Chriſtian. 

You know that pilots gain reputation 
by ſteering veſſels clear of rocks, eſpe- 
cially in ſtormy weather; ſo it is with 
men beſet with evil examples, when by the 


force of a good habit they ſteer their veſ- 


ſel clear. of danger, and arrive in the ſafe 
haven of Virtue and Religion. 


THE DANGER OF INTEMPERANCE. 


NTEMPERANCE is at enmity with 
manhood. All that is honourable, plea- 
fant, or decent, is wounded by this vice. 
It is ſo vile in the ſight of God, that every 


man of common ſenſe ſhould abhor it, as | 


much as he would imitating the nature of 
an ape or a ſwine. 


Temperance 
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Temperance is a quality as eſſential to 
liberty as ' courage is to virtue. It is the 
greateſt preſervative againſt dejection of 
ſpirit, or an unmanly apprehenſion of evil; 
for as it preſerves the body in health, it 
prevents the mind from being clouded with 
melanchaly, or ſuperſtition. It keeps us in 
a ſituation fit for any thing that is manly ; 
being the beſt preſervative | againſt al- 
lurements to vice or diſhoneſly, He who 
is truly brave, will not be eaſt down by 
misfortunes ; and the more temperate he 
is, the leſs conſiderable theſe will appear. 
And the Chriſtian doctrine is, ** Be tems 
„ perate in all things.” 


DRUNK ENNESS. | 


IF you are wiſe enough to be temperate, 
you will conſider, that the perſon who is 
overcome. in drink, cannot do any good, and 
may do the greateſt evil. He cannot ſpeal 
or ad without expoſing himſelf: his true 
1 friends 


ESI 


friends are aſhamed of him, others de- 
ride him ; and the beſt office to be done, 
is to lay him out of the way, that he 
may fleep. Therefore beware ot ftrong 
drink, in any degree, above what may be 
ſometimes neceſſary, in ſmall quantities, 


for health. Many a mighty man, after a if. 
ſhort time, has been laid low in the duſt, 3 
by means of ſtrong drink. » 

6&6 Drunkenneſs,” ſays Solomon, en- by 


„ creaſeth the rage of a fool, till he of- 
fend: it diminiſbes ſtrength, and maketh 
„ wounds.“ Too many have experienced 
this truth : and we may pronounce, that 
ſpirituous liquors, uſed indiſcreetly, have 
proved the forerunner of great miſchief. 

We commonly ſay, “ As drunk as a 
&« beaſt;” that is, by means of ſtrong 
drink, rendered as devoid of reaſon ; far 
there are few beaſts that will touch ſpiri- 
tuous liquors : nature points out to them 
the uſe of water only. 


Our ſmall-beer, being good of its kind, 
is 


WM 


is an excellent liquor. for ſeamen, as it 
helps to keep them in ſpirit, and free from 
the ſcurvy. 

A habit of drinking renders men eager 
to heat their brains, as if they were afraid 
of being burthened with reaſon ; or ima- 
gined that happineſs conſiſted in the ab- 
ſence of thought. 

If a man in drink is guilty of a crime, 
he may happen to be hanged for it when 
he is ſober. 

It is obſerved, that he who is given to 
ſtrong liquor, as well as him that is lazy, 
is generally in great want, and in a filthy 
condition. Such perſons often ruin their 
health, and render their lives as con- 
temptible, as they are ſhort and miſerable. 


GLUTTONY. 


HAT I have ſaid of a drunken 
man, holds, in many reſpects, 
of a glutton. He ſeems to be better qua- 
[B 41 | lifted 
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lified for the ſociety of hogs than of rea- 
ſonable creatures and Chriſtians. 

The advice given by the wiſe man, is: 
* Eat, as becometh a man, thoſe things 

& hich are ſet before thee, and devour 
„ not, leſt thou be hated.” 

Do you perceive how a man may be 1 
deſpiſed and hated for. gluttony? Firſt, 1 
for devouring more than the ſhare nature k | 
has allowed to each of us; and next, from 3 

the offence he commits againſt reaſon and J 
religion, by the ruin of his health, and 
-probably the diſtreſs of his family and 

poor friends. 

In regard to health, which is the /a/t 
of life, that gives all other enjoyments a 
reliſß, we find the wiſe man's ſentence is: 
Sound ſleep cometh of moderate eating : 
« he riſeth early, and his wits are with 
« him.” In ſhort, the man is fit for 
buſineſs and ſocial pleaſure ; and, know- 
ing what he is about, fills up the character 

of a man, If he is not ſo merry as ſome 

| Jolly 
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19 
jolly fellows, he is more equal, and chearful, 


which are better things. It is humorouſ- 


ly ſaid, A merry fellow is oftentimes 
«a ſad fellow.” You have heard the 
ſaying, * The man digs his grave with 
his teeth,” in alluſion to what Solomon 
ſays, ©** The pains of watching and choler, 
and pangs of the belly, are with the 


66 inſatiable man. 


You ſeamen do not ſo often trefpaſs in 
eating as in drinking : but the proof of 
wiſdom is to avoid exceſs in both. 


RO ANESπ]ꝰW,ᷓ ANRIN. 


L is not a lefs, fooliſh. than 
a wicked practice: all wicked, practices 
are fooliſh, but this is the m fooliſh of 
all fooliſh practices. 
Why ſhould not a failer be as briſk as 
a bee, and active as air, and yet ſober- 
minded; and, knowing what to do with 
his tongue, uſe it to his own honour, and 
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the praiſe of That God who gave, him 
ſpcech ? 

A man of ſpirit and pation will ds 
his duty briſkly, and boldly as a lion, ſmil- 
ing at danger: but no man in his ſenſes 
can reconcile running himſelf into the 
danger of making God his enemy, againſt 
all ſenſe of duty to him, and in expreſs 
violation of his commandments. 

The queſtion is, why do you talk like a 
foal or a madman, and fide with the devil, 
as all fwearers do, who take the name 
of Cod in vain? | 

Sober men in a ſhip, of whom there are 
greater numbers than is vulgarly imagined, 
when their companions ſwear, remind 
them of it; and the meſt beloved, and 
braveſt commanders will not ſuffer . 
ſwearing on board their ſhips. 

The wholeſome advice and admonition 
which Salomon gives us on this head, is: 

& Accuſtom not thy mouth to ſwearing, 

< neither uſe thyſelf to the naming the 
8 Holy One.“ 


cc For 
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E 
For as à ſervant that is continually 
dc beaten, ſhall not be without a blue 
& mark, ſo he that ſweareth, and nameth 
<« Ged continually, ſhall not be faultleſs.” 

It is a fault to name the Mot High, 
without a reverential pauſe ; but to call 
on him in idle diſcourſe, or perhaps to 
witneſs a falſehood, it thrills the blood to 
think of ſuch wickedneſs ! 

A greater than Solomon, even the moſt 
high God himſelf, whoſe ſacred name, 
I ſay, ought never to be mentioned with- 
out reverence, has declared, in' his third 
commandment, | 


That he will not bold him guiltleſs who 


© taketh his name in vain 1”? 


Beware then, my good friends, not to 


learn, what you will certainly wiſh to 
unlearn; what can never do you any good; 


but muſt do you great harm. 
If you die without repentance of this 
offence, what will follow, but puniſh- 


ment in the world to come? ' 


Swearing 


( 12 ] 

Swearing is piercing to the heart of a 
Chriſtian! What a miſerable thing it is 
to hear the multitude of horrid oaths and 
profane ſpeeches which procced out of the 
mouths of many people, without any 
fenſe of the evil they do, o or the fear of 
ſuffering for ſo doing? To hear the great 
name of Gd polluted by men, which is 
adored by angels; and to conſider how 
often that ſacred name is profaned in com- 
mon diſcourſe, which we are not worthy to 
mention even in our prayers! Is not this 
horrible to all that have not loft the ſenſe 
of a ſupreme Being ? 

To: ſuch I apply myſelf, in the fear of 
God, and faithfulneſs of a friend, be- 
ſeeching-them to con/eder, with the reaſon 
that is common to man, the great danger 
of their caſe. Yo 

It muſt appear-to you, : it, does to all 
.mankind, moſt raſh and fooliſh to pro- 
voke the wrath of an infinitely powerful 
Being, merely for the ſake of a few 

| needleſs 


oy It 


f a ö needleſs and impertinent words, which 
1s feu dare uſe when there is danger. of of- 
nd 1 fending man. You may as well rouſe a 


the 1 fleeping lion, as revile an officer in com- 
nx xz mand. 
of Ml What can be ſaid of him who falls on his 
eat | 1 knees before his God one hour, and pro- 
is fanes his name the next? Can this be 
ow | = &done by any man that is in his right 
m- mind? Impoſlible! It is ſhocking to 
to 43 the reaſon of man, not to conſider the God 
his WM that made him, in whoſe hands his breath 
nſle is, and by whom he will be made in- 
XZ finitely happy, or unſpeakably miſerable, 
of do all wernity/ 
de- ' What is ſtill more ſtrange, this is done 
ſon without ſo much as pleaſing any one of 
ger , the ſenſes. It is a taſteleſs, fruitleſs fin, 


It brings no pleaſure to the palate, nor 
all gain to the purſe; and may puzzle the 
ro profane perſon himſelf to tell us, for what 
ful tit is he fells his ſoul? Indeed, he does not 
ew = fell it at all, in this caſe : he prodigally 
eſs b | gives 
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gives it atvay to the devil, and parts with 


a bleſſed eternity for nothing, 


It is further to be conſidered, that 
the tongue: of man is his glory, and hu- 
man ſpeech a ſort of miracle in nature, 
given to him to glorify his God And will 
you — dare you pervert the uſe of ſo divine 
a gift? What an exceeding wonderful 
thing is ſpeech, which, by the little dif- 
ferent motions of the tongue and lips, 
plainly and diſtinctly pronounces mil- 
lions of words! To abuſe ſuch an ex- 
cellent faculty, is much worſe than to 
be wholly deprived of it. The ſwearer 
is as irrational as the beaſts; and the time 
may come, when he ſhall wiſh to have been 
born as dumb; or that his lips had been 
perpetually cloſed, rather than to have 


opened them to his own confuſion, 


God himſelf teſtifies, that His name 


e is great among the heathen.” And we 


find a heathen emperor making a decree, 


that Whoſoever ſpake any thing amiſs 
I 6 


with 


that 
hu- 
ure, 
wilt 
vino 
rful 
dif- 
ips, 
nil- 
ex- 
to 
arer 
ime 
een 
een 
ave 


me 
we 
ee, 
liſs 

of 


„ 
&« of Almighty God, ſhould be cut in pieces, 
& and his houſe made a dunghill;” / 

It was the firſt maxim of a heathen 
philoſopher, ** "That the higheſt" venera- 
tion be always paid to God.” This is 
the common ſenſe of all mankind ; and 
for a Chriſtian to think, or act otherwiſe, 
is to forget himſelf, and confound the 
very order of nature. | 

We ſeldom find any mention of the 
name of God, in the holy ſcriptures, with- 
out ſome other word joined with it, to 
ſtrike our mind with reverence : as the 
holy name, the bleſſed name, the glorious 
name, the great and terrible name: And 
the Jeus and Mahometans have always 
treated it with profound veneration. 

It is a ſenſeleſs, and diabolical fury, 
to contradict both natural and revealed re- 
ligion, and all the ſober ſentiments of 
mankind, by profaning the name of the 
moſt glorious and almighty Sovereign of 
heaven and earth ! | : 

(D332 - _ 
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_ Happy were it, if the crime of common 
ſwearing were puniſhable by human laws, 
| in a more ſtrict and exemplary manner. 9 
If men were aware of the infinite glory 
and majeſty of the ſupreme Being, they 4 
would not mention his name without an | 
awful pauſe ! 
Every lover of God or man, or the 
public good, is bound in conſcience to 
oppoſe this vile and enormous fin! To re- 
prove and bring offenders to ſhame, and 
on all ft occaſions to inform the magi- 
firate, and to do their utmoſt to baniſh it 
from human ſociety, is the duty of every 
ſubject. Common ſwearing breaks the 
bounds of all that is ſacred, civil, or e- 
cent ; affronting thoſe that bear the name 
of Chrift, who are by ſolemn vows obliged 
to reſent and oppoſe it, 5 
Where this direful fin prevails, it ren- Y 
ders that place a ſort of hell upon earth. 5 
Angels and ſaints praiſe, love, admire and 
adore the Almighty! The birds of the 
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air ſing forth the praiſe of their creator : 
and all creatures obſerve the laws of their 
creation. But ſuch wicked men not only 
affront the moſt high God, but perpetually 
do him diſhonour. Be guarded; and con- 
ſider the wiſe man's ſaying, If thou be 
„ wife, thou ſhalt be wiſe for thyſelf ; 
„but if thou ſcorneſt, thou alone ſhalt 
< bear it.“ 

It is a very melancholy conſideration, 
that our laws, as they now ſtand, require 
ſo much ſwearing, whether in courts of 
juſtice, or for the purpoſe of ſerving in 
certain ofiets ; and it adds to the misfor- 
tune, that the oath is adminiſtered in a 
careleſs or flovenly manner; but if he 
that kiſſes the ſacred volume, doth not 
conſider himſelf as ſtanding before the 
awful tribunal of Ged, the fin is his, and 
be muſt anſwer for it. 

What a horrible thing it is to ſwear 
wantonly ! I beſeech you, conſider what you 
ſay, and as you love your own ſouls, and 
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wiſh to avoid the vengeance of the Al- 
mighty, correct yourſelves, and avoid this 
wicked practice. 


8. 


O man is a iar for the ſake of falſ- 
| hood; it is becauſe he thinks he 
ſhall mend his condition; but he generally 
mars it, — The wholeſome ſober advice of 
the wiſe man is, Keep thy word, and 
% deal faithfully, and thou ſhalt always 
* find the thing that is neceſſary for 
ce thee.” 

There is a meaſure in all things; and 
all truths are not to be ſpoken at all 
times; but lies are never. to be ſpoken. 
Every one ſhould hold his tongue when 
diſcretion requires it. Prudence is the ſin- 
cere friend of truth, and the dutiful child 
of wiſdom; and her aſſiſtance is neceſ- 
ſary in every part of life, as the preſerver 
of peace among men, | 


The 
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The liar muſt be ſo far a villain, as his 
falſhoods do miſchief. Obſerve the re- 
marks of the wiſe man, and write them on 
your memory: 

„ have hated many things, but no- 
ce thing like a falſe man, for the Lord will 
& hate him. 

© The lip of truth ſhall be eſtabliſhed 
<< for ever but a lying tongue is but for a 
© moment. | 

A thief is better than a man that is 
&« accuſtomed to lie; but they both ſhall 


© have deſtruction to heritage.” 


Can words be made ſtronger again/t lying, 
or againſt him who is a /zar, except that 
liars are the children of the devil, who 
is truly the father of liars ? 

Now, my good friends, the bes 1 
give you, is, to prove to your com- 
manders, and all others, that you have 
ſouls worthy the name of Britons, by 
daring to tell the truth, though you con- 
demn yourſelves; it-is thus you may be 
[C2] ſure 
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ſure of maintaining the true character of 


brave Britiſb ſeamen, and every one who 
knows you, will loye you. 


LOVE OF TRUTH- 


AO ſhun Falſbood is, in effect, to 

court truth as ſilence, when talk- 

ing is dangerous, is a proof of under- 
ſtanding. The wiſe man's ſentence is, 

The heart of fools is in their mouth; 
© but the mouth of the w/e is in their 
6 heart.” 

Such is the force of caution, in regard 
to what we ſay, and what we do not ſay, 
that „even a fool, when he holdeth his 
& peace, is counted wiſe; and he that 
5 ſhutteth his lips is eſteemed a man of 
& underſtanding.” 

Prudence, and integrity of heart, give 
underſtanding, particularly in regard to 
ſpeech. © The words of a wiſe man's 
© mouth are graczous ; but the lips of a 


& fool 
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ce fool ſwallow up himſelf.” Thus you 
ſee what a glorious thing it is to be cau- 
tious of what you ſay and do, deſpiſing 
falſhood, loving truth, and commanding 
your tongue. 

You are ſenſible that great talkers are 
ſometimes great liars, and diſcover as 
great want of underſtanding : but a lar, 
a tale-bearer, or a miſchief-maker, is an 
enemy to himſelf, to his friends, and to 
all mankind. As he endeavours to decerve 
every one, or to ſet them at variance, every 
one will deſpiſe him; and the beſt which 
can happen to him is, to be ſeverely pu- 
niſhed by thoſe who have any hopes of 
his amendment. 

What a glorious thought it is! © The 
© birds will reſort unto their like, fo will 
ce truth return unto them that practiſe in 
W t” 

Delight in truth, and ſhe will delight 
in you, and make you happy; yet be 
prudent, for“ if you follow truth tag 
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ce cloſe, ſhe will kick your teeth out.” And 
it is very ſhrewdly ſaid, ©* Confine your 
e tongue, that it may not confine you:“ 
that is, if you do not uſe your diſcretion 
in concealing your thoughts when the 
diſcovery of them can anſwer none of the 
good purpoſes of truth. The end of 
ſpeech is to ſupport juſtice, peace, mercy, 
good-humour, and chearfulneſs among com- 
panions, and the world at large, main- 
taining your own integrity. 

Conſider what you ſay, that the law of 
kindneſs may dwell on your tongue ; and, if 
it be poſſible, let every word you utter, 
contribute to alleviate the mſery, or add to 
the happineſs, of ſome one or other, 


QUARRELS, OR DIFFERENCES. 


UARRELS generally riſe from 
drinking, whoring, or indiſcretion 

in ſpeech. Do all that becomes a Chri/- 
tian, in order to peace and reconciliation, 
A true 
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A true chriſtian does not diſdain to ſtoop 
even to ſuch as ought in reaſon and duty 
to ſtoop to him. Abraham, the great 
patriarch, who was much the elder, and a 
far greater perſon than Lot, and ſuperior 
in relation, as being his uncle, condeſcend- 
ed to make the firſt amicable motion to 


his nephew, in order to ſuppreſs the broils 


which aroſe among their ſervants, ſaying, 
Let there be no ſtrife, I pray thee, be- 
© tween me and thee, and between my 
© herdmen and thy herdmen, for we are 
„ brethren *.” This is the language of 
Chriſtianity, ſuited to the gracious and 
condeſcending proceedings of G towards 
us vile and ſtubborn creatures. This was 
fully exemplified in the meek and humble 
life of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour; and 
we cannot be his diſciples, if we do not 
our utmoſt to deny the luſts, and ſuppreſs 
the paſſions of our proud hearts, and lay 

[C4] them 
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them at his feet. A chriſtian muſt learn 
of him who was meek and lowly in ſpirit, 
and comply with his commands of keeping 
peace with all men. 


GAMING, 


HE better to avoid quarrels and 

contentions, avoid every thing that 
bears the name of gaming, or playing for 
money, or, what is exactly the ſame, for 
liguor. 

If I were to adviſe you to ſhun 
only contentious, covetous, unſeaſonable, 
and immoderate gaming, it would ap- 
pear plauſible, but it would not remedy 
the evil. The habit of gaming, ſeldom 
knows any moderation, or admits of any 
limit or rule: It is generally attended 
with a multitude of miſchiefs. It often 
occaſions broils and quarrels, and ſome- 
times bloodſhed ; it waſtes time, conſumes 
wealth, introduces floth, inadyertency, 

and 
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and neglect of buſineſs; and what is till 
worſe, it uſually indiſpoſes men for devo- 
tion, and all ſerious thought. It puzzles 
and perplexes the mind with ſuch a be- 
witching ſort of re/tleſſneſs, and roving 
after money, that few have any command 
over themſelves : and are therefore expoſed 
to much evil by the inward diſorder which 
it produces. Therefore I adviſe you never 
to play for money. We do not ſtand in 
need of theſe pretended diverſions. There 
is much more agreeable entertainment 
haneft converſation, in pleaſant and uſeful 
hiſtories, or other diverting books; and 
x 1 likewiſe in more ſerious diſcourſes on re- 
7 | ligious ſubjects: and when we have op- 
1 4 portunities, in muſic, or plays of exerciſe. 
7 1 And if you are at a loſs for ſomething to 
i 

t 


do, and mean to keep your hearts from 

4 wickedneſs, every kind. of labour is far 

I 3 preferable to the dangerous and abſurd 
5 Y amuſement of gaming. 
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HERE are many paſſions and in- 
firmities in the human ſoul, which 


1 J 


$TEALING. 


muſt be corrected by thoſe who with to 
make their peace with God. The world 
may ſay, the man is Hongſt, or in other 
words, he is not a thief; but we muſt be 
watchful not to deprive any man of any 
part of his property, by any means what- 
ever, leſt the vicious ſelf-love, which pre- 
dominates in moſt mens hearts, ſhould 


tempt us. 


To be perfectly juſt is an 


attribute of God: to be ſo, to the utmoſt 
of our power, is the glory of man. It is 
certainly your buſineſs to be very watch- 
ful of yourſelves, that no kind of iniquity. 
may prevail in your hearts, by which your 
neighbour can be hurt. 

Remember, that as no man, who is not 
honeſt, can be wiſe, ſo neither can he be 
ſafe ; and that the next evil to not giving 
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every man his own, is detaining it upon 
frivolous or unjuſt pretences. There ever 
will be ſome caſes of a doubtful nature, 
in which it is more glorious to part with 
our own, than hazard the keeping what 
belongs to another. 
The eighth commandment, given from 
the mouth of God himſelf, to Moſes, is, 
Thou ſhalt not fteal.” Some of the 
moſt ignorant nations puniſh thieves : 
With us, you know, they are puniſhable 
with great ſeverity, even to death. 
Thievery is much oftener diſcovered, 
than thieves themſelves have wit enough to 
imagine. God confounds their devices 
The Portugueſe proverb is,“ The devil 
has a hood, (alluding to the dreſs of a 
e friar) but it doth not cover all.” By 
ſome means or other, thieves are generally 
found out. Be more afraid of the thing 
itſelf, than even of the diſcovery. 
As people grow corrupt in manners, 
thievery becomes more frequent. Laws 
muſt 
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muſt conſequently be more ſevere, and 
greater care taken to inſtruct the riſing 
generation. 

On board of ſhips, ſtealing is hardly 
ever concealed, for there are no back. 
doors, | 
This crime is of ſo black a dye, as 
hardly to bear being mentioned. Of wicked 
perſons in general, Solomon ſays, ** The 
* hope of the wicked ſhall be cut off, 
* and their truſt ſhall be as a ſpider's 
* web.” Accordingly thieves live in 
trouble and diſgrace, and often die a mi- 
ſerable, if not an infamous death. 

Call to remembrance this great truth, 
declared by the God of Truth, that the 
life of man conſiſteth not in the abundance 
that he poſſeſſeth. It is well known, that 
many run mad with plenty; and that ſome 
are happy even in poverty, who might 
have been tempted to evil, by the power 
of riches. 

Thus, you will by at all times, fit ta 


live, and fit to die, —Who among the 
children 
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children of men can pretend to greater 
wiſdom or happineſs, than to be fit to live, 
or die? 

To be honeſt is the way to obtain 
ſuch a glorious ſituation. And whether 
in peace or war, by land or ſea, labour 
for honeſt bread, and enjoy it, as the re- 
ward of honeſty. 

If you ſhould happen to be acquainted 
with a man, who is given to evil courſes; 
as your ſincere friend, I adviſe you to flee 
from him, as from the devil himſelf, who 
goes about ſeeking whom he can devour ; 
or depend on it, ſuch a man will devour 
you. If you do not forſake him, God 
will forſake you, and give you up to 
your own heart, inclined as it may be to 
work evil. 


WHORIN G. 


1 is for want of virtue that ſo many 
become idle. As vinegar is to 


* the teeth, and ſmoke to the eyes, ſo is 
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sche ſluggard to them that ſend him.“ 
A habit of &d:;/fpation is ſoon followed by 
a habit of ſlothfulneſs : Theſe mean almoſt 
the ſame thing: And from the moment 
induſiry loſes its influence, it is eaſy to 
foreſee that iniquitous deſires will creep, 
if they do not ruſb into the heart. 

Holding commerce with preſtitutes, vul- 
garly called whor:ng, is a vice thoughtleſs 
ſeamen are addicted to. As you would 
ſhun the devil, whoſe work it is, avoid 
it : diſeaſe, and pain, and early death, 
hell and deſtruction, dwell in the habita- 
tions of harlots. 

The conſequence of whor:ng among ſea- 
men, is fatal. Greater numbers die of 
the foul diſeaſe, and of the diſorders which 
are the ordinary conſequences of this vice, 
than is commonly known; and it is par- 
ticularly dangerous to men on board ſhips. 
Many a brave young ſeamen has brought 
himſelf to an early grave, who might 
have ſailed round the world, and drubbed 
our enemies in every part of it, | 
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The wife man ſays, The fornicator 
ce ſhall be puniſhed in the ſtreets of the 
c city; and, where he ſuſpecteth not, 
che ſhall be taken. - And, in another 
place, | 

If thou give thy ſoul the deſire that 
„ pleaſeth her, ſhe will make thee. a 
„ laughing-ſtock to thy enemies.” How 
often do we ſee men fo faſcinated with 
this evil deſire, as to expoſe themſelves to 
the higheſt contempt for the ſake of it, and 
ſometimes to affect the brain with a con- 
ſciouſneſs of the folly ? 

Speaking of a Harlot, or lewd wicked 
woman, the wiſe man admoniſhes us in 


f N theſe remarkable words, which you ought 
h 1 to engrave on your heart: Her end is 
>, | < bitter as wormwood, ſharp as. a two- 
= e edged ſword. She lieth in wait, as for 
8. a prey, and increaſeth the tranſgreſſions 
it * among men. Her feet go down to 
it ; & death : her ſteps take hold on hell.” — 
d f This deſcription is juſt and ſtrong, and 


4 the contrary to That which is aſcribed, 
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by the ſame authority, to virtue: Her 
« ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 
<« her paths are peace.” Mark well the 
difference. 

We find it confirmed by the declara- 
tion made by Chriſt, the Saviour of the 
world, that this vice is ſo offenſive to 
God, that, no fornicator, adulterer, or 
„ unclean perſon, ſhall enter into the 
« kingdom of heaven.” He who lives or 
dies in the commiſſion of this ſin, you 
perceive, ſeeks his own deſtruction. 

What work for repentance do men 
make by their vices! Who can ſay he 
ſhall live a day to repent, or that he is 
ſure he ſhall have a heart to amend his 
life ? 

If we mean to end our lives happily,- 
we muſt begin them virtuouſly. There- 
fore avoid the company of thoſe who have 
not the fear of God before their eyes. 

As this is a vice ſo prevalent, and of ſo 


fatal a tendency, if you preſerve your 
3 reaſon, 


1 
reaſon, you muſt ſhun it with all poſſible 
care, as fatal to the health of your body, 
and the preſervation of your ſoul, there- 
fore be watchful of yourſelf, and ſend up 
your prayers for chaſtity. 


HAVE mercy, Lord, on thy ſinful 


creature, who offeteth up his prayers ! 


Let not luſt pervert my heart, to turn 
mine eyes from heaven ! Purify my affec- 
tions, and renew a right ſpirit within 
me. O forgive my fins paſt, and cleanſe 
me from my foul deſires, that my body 
may be a fit habitation for my immortal 
ſoul !—Give me vigilance to guard the 
avenues to my heart, and ſtrength to drive 
all wicked thoughts from me, that my 
duty may become my delight, and obe- 
dience to thy laws my comfort. This I 


beg, O merciful father, for the ſake of 


Jeſus Chrift, my Redeemer | 


For the ſame good purpoſe, you may ſay: 
[D] SEND 


= i 


SEND me thy helping grace, O mer- 
eiful God, for the ſake of the ſpotleſs ſoul 
of thy beloved ſon, that no object may 
entangle my heart, no evil example ſhake 
my purpoſe, nor any fooliſh fancy delude 
me into fin ! But ſo arm me with reſolu- 
tion, that I may perſevere unto the end, 
and triumph over fin and the grave! Ac- 
cept this my prayer, O merciful God! 
through the mediation of thy dear Son, 
who died to redeem the world! 


Conſider how precarious life is, and 
how much you are bound to pray 


O LORD Almighty ! I beſeech thee, 
give me ſo true a ſenſe of my condition, 
that I may heartily repent of my ſins. My 
tranſgreſſions teſtify againſt me; and my 
heart bleeds with contrition | Caſt me not 
away from thy preſence, nor hide thy face 
in diſpleaſure: but, in thy wonderful 
mercy, blot out the remembrance of my 

3 iniquities; 
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iniquities; and ſo arm me with hope, 
and faith, that I may be watchful of my 
corrupt affections, and rather die than 
offend Thee, O thou tender father of 
mankind ! Thus humbly kneeling before 
thy throne, I beſeech thee to accept my 
penitential prayer, for the ſake of my 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 


Say not that others offend as well as you 
and that temptations are ſometimes too 
ſtrong for you, for this reaſoning might 
do for all the ſins and offences that men 
are guilty of ; and ſhews as if they meant 
to wreſt the enſign of authority from the 
hand of the Almighty. The way to ſhun 
this, as well as all other ſins, is to avoid 
temptation ; and for this purpoſe you con- 
tinually offer up your petition, in the 
Lord's prayer, “lead us not into tempta- 
*© tion,” or, “arm us with reſolution to 
„ ſhun temptation.” To put ourſelves in 
the way of being tempted, is, in effect, 
ſeeking the ſin, 

[D 2] A man 


5 


A man of great eminence * has left 
this remark, ** Howſoever a lewd woman 
* may pleaſe a man for a time, he will 
© hate her in the end, and ſhe will ſtudy 
& to deſtroy him.“ This proves true in 
thouſands, and tens of thouſands of in- 
ſtances. But, in the firſt inſtance, a harlot 
does not ſo much fudy to deſtroy him, as 
he as as if he meant to deſtroy himſelf, 
What vaſt crowds plunge themſelves into 
diſeaſe and ſin, by lawleſs commerce, of 
which they muſt repent or periſh! Is it 
not far more eligible for a man to marry 
like a Chriſtian, than give himſelf up to 
work wickedneſs in the fight of God, by 
frequenting the houſes of harlots ? 


ANGER and RESENTMENT, 
HE ſame patience and humility which 
will give you a command of your- 


ſelf, never to be a prey to evil deſires for 
women, 


Sir Walter Raleigh, 


WE 
women, will aſſiſt you to reſtrain that warm 
paſſion, anger. 

Solomon obſerves, that Anger dwells 
in the boſom of fools. —Seeſt thou a 
man,“ ſays he, that is haſty in his 
© words? There is more hope of a foo! 
© than of him.” 

„A ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath, 
* but grievous words ſtir up anger.“ 

If you have ſenſe enough to diſtinguiſh 
ever ſo little of good and evil, you will 
find more comfort to yourſelf, and re- 
putation with the reſt of the world, from 
gentleneſs towards others, and a ſincere af- 
fection for them, than in any ſatisfaction 
you can have in their ſufferings, though 
you could puniſh them ever fo ſeverely, 
whenever they offend you, 

The braveſt men, and ſuch as face death 
with the greateſt reſolution, are generally 
the moſt diſtinguiſhed for goad- humour and 
gentle manners. 

Remember thy end, and let enmity 
[D3] « ceaſe, 


[x8] 
e ceaſe ; remember corruption and death, 
e and abide in the commandments.” Con- 
ſult the word of God. Could the wife man 
utter wiſer words? Can all the millions 
of volumes, written in two thouſand years, 
produce better advice? All is drawing 
to an end, from this moment, and we are 
all going forward to a ſtate beyond the 
grave. 
Remember, that good men are always 
conſtant to their friends, and forgive their 
infirmities, knowing that themſelves have 
many : And they are- moderate in their 
reſentments towards their enemies, becauſe 
they know what human nature is. 

The angry man, like him that is en- 
vious, will not give himſelf time to con- 
{der what is right; and being proud and 
{elf-conceited, is continually deviſing fro- 
ward things; and always bringing miſ- 
chief to paſs. 

He, in whoſe heart no malice finds en- 
trance, be the provocation what it may, 
nas a glorious temper, 


Frail 


04 


Frail as we are, he has the moſt courage, 
and the nobleſt ſpirit, who ſcore? forgives 
his friends, or his enemies, his companion, 
or a ranger. —On the other hand, 

Solomon ſays, ** He that revengeth, ſhall 
<« find vengeance from the Lord, and he 
« will ſurely keep his fins in remem- 
% brance.” 

You have this advantage, when at ſea, 
that your commander will always puniſh 


eir i thoſe who deſerve to be puniſhed. 
Ve 5 Anger is called by a heathen philoſo- 
eir 3 pher *, © a voluntary madneſs,” for it is 
uſe certainly in our power to reſtrain it. The 
4 troubled and diſordered looks, the glar- 
2 2 ing blood-ſhot eye, the ſtaring, ſtamping 
n- 1 rage, the trembling venom which runs 
nd 5 through the veins, what are they but ſo 
'O= | many proofs of madneſs ? Is it not better 
il 1 to prevent anger, or aſſwage it, than to 
4 indulge it? It may glance into the breaſt 
n- of a wiſe man, but according to the wiſe 
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man, it reſts only in the boſoms of 
$6 fools.” | 

Keep your reaſon above your paſſion, 
and you may be ſure you do well, for the 
exerciſe of reaſon is always a man's glory, 
the indulgence of anger, his ſhame. 

Our divine religion ſays, ** be angry, 
but ſin not,“ that is, if you are offended, 
ſo as to reſent, let not your reſentment 
riſe to rage, or canker your heart, If 
the ſun is not to go down upon wrath, 
it is manifeſt that we cannot indulge 
anger, much leſs malice, hatred, or any 
intention to injure another. 

If any perſon lays another in his an- 
ger, if there appears to have been no ma- 
lice prepenſe, which rarely happens, if he 
ſhould eſcape being hanged, by the law 
of the land, what good can his life do 
him, who has thus offended againſt the law 
of God? Pray for meekneſs, it is the only 
thing that can giye re/ to the ſoul, 


O FATHER 


k ar ] 
O FATHER Almighty, have mercy on 
me a miſerable ſinner! I beſeech thee, 
humble my ſoul in thy preſence | Remove from 
me all proud looks, and turn away from 
me a haughty mind! Let not anger, nor 


any evil deſire, pervert my heart O give 
me not over unto an impudent mind. Leave 
me not to the counſel of ſinners, nor let me 
fall into heir ſnares : Set a ſcourge over my 
thoughts, that the diſcipline of wiſdom may 
rule my heart, and mee#neſs of ſpirit give 
reſt unto my ſoul ! Let a habit of tempe- 
rance reſtrain my appetites and paſſions, that 


neither the greedine/s of the belly, nor the 


luft of the fleſh, may prevail againſt me. 
Pardon my ignorance and infirmities, and 
teach me to ſerve thee in true faithfulneſs, 
and humility of heart, This I beg, O 
Lord of mercy, for the ſake of the meek 
and bleſſed Redeemer of the world! 


PRIDE. 
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TYRIDE ſeems to have great affinity 
P with anger, inaſmuch as they are 
both at enmity with Chri/tian meekneſs. 

Of all the vices which grow up in the 
mind, there is none more common, or 
more dangerous than pride, ſhewing it- 
ſelf among the poor, as well as the rich. 
Pride appears in many forms, and lurks 
in the ſecret cavities of the heart. 

The ſame which I told you of anger, 
I tell you of pride. Pride was not 
“ made for man, nor furious anger for 
them that are born of a woman.” 

That you may know when it is you 
are proud, the beginning of pride is 
*© when one departeth from God, and his 
56 heart is turned from his maker.” If 
you are humble, you will take this advice, 
and obey the commandments. 

Meckery, reproach, contempt of others, 

ſullenneſs, 


7 Þ» 


| ſullennafe, unwillingneſs to learn and do your 


duty, cruelty, an unforgiving temper, and 
ſuch-like, are ſo many ſigns of a man's 
being proud. 

Solomon ſays, ** Vengeance, as a lion, 
„ ſhall lie in wait for the proud.” 

And he adds, that Humility, and the 
5c fear of the Lord, are riches, and ho- 
© nour, and life.” 

But as to“ the proud, they are hated of 
© God; and they that plough iniquity, and 
© ſow wickedneſs, will reap the ſame.” 

Pride is alſo a proof that a man is igno- 
rant; he is ignorant of himſelf, and ig- 
norant of what other men think of him; 
in ſhort, he is a fool; and one of thoſe 
tools who is the leaſt to be piticd. 

Now, my dear friend, mind what I 
ſay, in order that you may avoid being in 
any degree proud, or revengeful, or fall 
into the very crime which you diſcover in 
others. . 

L-arn to compaſſionate even thoſe who 

; moſt 


>= — ——— — > 


[ 44 J 


moſt offend you: if they are ignorant, 


they are pitiable : if they are perverſe, the 


more deplorable is their condition, As 
you love your own ſoul, ſet them in the 
right way, whenever you are able to do 
it, by advice, or perſuaſion: it will be 
your greateſt honour to relieve them. 

Soft words turn away wrath, and often 
ſubdue the proud, while they comfort the 
humble. Think of this, and walk humbly 
before God and men. 


_ 


CARE OF WIFE AND CHILDREN, 


T is a public and private reproach to 
every man, who neglects his family on 
any account. St. Paul baniſhes ſuch out 
of the ſociety of Chri/tian people ; repre- 
ſenting the company of infidels too good 
for them who neglect to provide for their 
own houſhald, and ſuch as depend on 
them. The birds of the air, and the 
beaſts of the field, take all the care nature 
has 
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has appointed, and, in effect, preſerves 


rt, their young; the very ſea-monſters ſtreteh 
he out their breaſts to their young *. If you 
\s ; ſquander, in the indulgence of luſt and 
he 3 vanity, what ſhould be preſerved for your 
do = wife and children, you act unnaturally, 
be Why re the wives of ſailors generally 
I held in low-efteem? The ſober huſband. 
en 4 bids fair to have a ſober wife, whom he 
ne 3 may teach to love him, becauſe he de- 
ly 4 ſerves her love; and whether he makes 
I foreign voyages, or lives chiefly at home, 
8 the honours him by her prudence and 
virtue. His houſe, however lowly, is, 
1 clean and comfortable; ſhe teaches her 
0 children the fear of God, not forgetting, 
n J the good advice of the poet 1: 
F Thy huſband is thy lord, thy life, thy 
4 4 e keeper, | 
| Thy head, thy ſovereign ; one that cares 
F „ for thee ; | 
N « And 
e 
e * Lam. iv. 3, + Shakeſpeare, 
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& And for thy maintenance, commits his 
© body 

& To painful labour, both by fea and land 

&« To watch the night in ſtorms, the day in 
* cold, 

& While thou ly'ſt warm at home, ſecure 
« and ſafe, | | 

* And craves no other tribute at thy 
© hands, 

& But love, fair looks, and true obedience ; 

Too little payment for ſo great a debt. 

Such duty as the ſubject owes the 
0 prince, | 

„ Even ſuch, a woman oweth to her huſ- 
© band: 

* And when ſhe's froward, peeviſn, ſul- 
<< len, ſour, Y 

© And not obedient to his honeſt will; Y 

„What is ſhe, but a foul contending i 
“ rebel, 3 


© And graceleſs traitor to her loving lord ?” þ | 


Here I remark, that obedience in an honeſt 
man's 


[4] 

man's wife, implies induſtry, as well as 
love and true affection. The poet goes 
on with this admirable inſtruction : 


*] am aſhamed that women are ſo ſimple 

« To offer war, where they ſhould kneel 
for peace; 

Or ſeek for rule, ſupremacy, and ſway, 

« When they are bound to ſerve, love, 
© and obey.” 


This is ſurely the appointment of the great 
lord of all! The Aadmiral's lady, or the 
foremaſt-man's wife, are equally account- 
able to God and man. And fo are you, my 
friend, in common with your commander. 
Your hopes may be as exalted as his; and 
your proſpect of heaven's joys as bright 
and ſtrong. 

To keep our deſires moderate; to fear 
God, and cheriſh our parents and rela- 
tions ; to be charitable to the utmoſt, in 
Hough and will, however flender the abi- 


olity, cheriſhing virtue in our boſoms, 
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is happineſs. To truſt in the mercies of 
God, through Chrift, and live according 
to his laws, is confined to no claſs of 
men. 

Be you a good huſband ; and if you ſhew 
any underſtanding in your choice, you 
will find your wife good, or you will make 
her ſo by dint of kindneſs : 


© No ſullen frowns will on her forchead 
6 Jour, 

No froward temper, nor behaviour ſour, 

* Deſtroy the unruffled ſoftneſs of her 
„ mind, 

For ever eaſy, affable, and kind; 

& Chaſte, with good-humour, with re- 
<« ſery*dneſs free, 


& And ſtill moſt chearful in adverſity.” 


This is the reward of religion, and a good 
temper. And ſuch, my friend, may be 
the lot of every ſober, chaſte, induſtrious, 
active mariner] Virtue can bring you this 

| reward, 
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reward, and ſhe will do it, if you pleaſe 
her. Your wife will be as your ſheet- 
anchor; and your veſſel will ride through 
the ſtorms of life in ſafety, till death, the 
ſovereign reliever of all our cares and 
wants, ſhall part you. 

Your children may then riſe up in ho-— 
nour to your memory, as an honeſt pru- 
dent man, praiſing their God, and bleſ- 
ſing the land with their virtuous labour. 
This will eſtabliſh us in ftrength, and 
fame, and ability to ſubdue our enemies; 
which never can be done by contrary 
means, whether by the huſbandman or ma- 
nufacturer, the ſailer or ſoldier, prince or 
beggar. 

Virtue is the ſovereign good of man! 
—'T he virtue of the Chriſtian, is the 
ſhadow of the Almighty, diffuſing peace 
and plenty, comfort and joy! The way 
to the haunts of harlots, borders on hell— 
but “a good wife is a good portion, and 


I there is nothing of ſo much worth as 


ſE] % a mind 
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& mind well inſtructed.“ Take care 
that you inſtruct her, or ſubmit to be in- 
ſtructed by her, and teach her no evil 
leſſon againſt yourſelf. 

Conſidering the amount of your yearly 
wages, and the coſt of your neceſſary 
clothing, it behoves you to put your 
wife in a way of being induſtrious, em- 
ploying herſelf, and affiſting to get bread 
for your children, thoſe dear pledges of 


honeſt love. 
The united tie of huſband and. father, 


ſeems to be the ſtrongeſt the human 
heart can know, You will be the more 
tender for being brave. Innocent mirth, 
and the exerciſe of the ſofter paſſions to- 
wards children, are ſome of the beſt cures 
for thoſe, whoſe blood is apt to thicken, 
and turn them melancholy; a diſeaſe a ſea- 
man rarely knows. 

As a man, and a Chriſtian, you will de- 
light to ſee your children as they grow up; 
and teach them diſcipline, by doing what is 


right in the fight of God, as well as men. 
As 


Ct 3 | 
As a chriſtian alſo, you pray for your 
own preſervation : your wife and children 
are a part of yourſelf. Implore the great 
Giver of all good to preſerve them. 


MOST gracious and tender Father, who 
haſt conſecrated marriage, let not the in- 
quictudes or infirmities, incident to this 
ſtate, ruffle or diſcompoſe my ſpirit! Let 
grace abound in the heart of my wife, 
that ſhe may be a pious guide, and bright 
example to my children, diſcharging her 
ſeveral duties with induſtry, contentment, 
and humility, that thy bleſſing may crown 
her days, and we abide together in mu- 
tual love, to the end of a holy and happy 
life. O tender Father, guard and pro- 
tet my children, and by thy merciful 
arm lead them into the paths of righteouſ- 
neſs, that brotherly love, and Chriſtian 
meekneſs, may be the law of their lives, 
and they the comfort and ſupport of mine. 


Incline their hearts to piety, and their 
[E21 hands 
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hands to labour, that they may eat the 
bread of innocence. And finally, by thy 


, mercy, O God, receive them into glory, 
for the ſake of him who died on the croſs 


to redeem the world from fin ! 


If you pray for them, you will exert 
your utmoſt endeavours to ſave them from 
death eternal. This is the moſt acceptable 
offering you can make to the great father 
of mankind. 

I am old; but I never ſaw the righteous 
ſo forſaken, as to periſh for want. Pro- 
vidence will preſerve the induſtrious, who 
uſe the means of providing the neceſſaries 
of life. That power, which gives ſo fine 
a livery to nature in the verdant lawn, or 
dyes the azure ſky, will not leave your 
children naked, ſo long as you are virtuous. 
— The grain, the fruits, and herbs, which 
our common mother the earth produces, 
ſhe will give them their ſhare, if they 
are virtuous, There is enough even for the 

| beaſts 
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beaſts of the field. Be attentive to your 
duty, and you will find food for your 
children, 

The active life, that makes a ſtone a 
downy pillow, diſdaineth floth ; but when 
the virtuous, induſtrious man, ſees the at- 
tractive ſmiles of his ſweet babes, laugh- 
ing with innocence, though he were be- 
ſet around with a whole hoſt of dangers, 
he would hazard his life the more, and 
fight with the ſtrength and courage of 2 
lion. 

Endeavour by all poſſible means to 
marry ſoberly, that your children may be 
bred Chriſtians, working with their hands 
the thing that is good, keeping clean 
hearts, and a clean covering on their 
bodies. | 

Thoſe who have no wife, nor any poor 
relations who need their help; yet fru- 
gality, diligence, and a ſober concern for 
their temporal eſtate, is always the duty 
of a Chriſtian, that he may be in a fit 

(E23] condition 
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condition to give, which is more glorious 
than to receive / 


CLEANLINESS. 


LEANLINESS in perſon is ne- 
ceſſary to the body, as virtue to the 
foul. A dirty fellow, and a worthleſs 
wretch, gen:rally mean the ſame thing. 
The cleaner you are, and the tighter you 
appear, the fairer you bid to do your 
duty well. 
A dirty, ragged ſeaman, who may be 


clean and tight if he pleaſes, let him be 


where he will, muſt appear as beggarly 
and idle, unworthy the character of a 
Britiſh Seaman. 

The good effect of cleanlineſs is, being 
ſo much the more healthy. The wiſe 
man tells us: That as there is no joy 
* above the joy of the heart, there is no 
& riches above a ſound body.” And ex- 
perience conſtantly teaches us, that health 

is 
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is preſerved, much more than is vulgarly 
imagined, by good clean cloathing ; as clean- 
lineſs is ſupported by induſtry, and a 
virtuous diſpoſition. On the other fide, 
rags and diſeaſe, vice and filthineſs, ſeem 
to be equally conſtant in their companion- 
ſhip, | 
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PART II. 


CHRISTIAN VIRTUES, EQUALLY NE- 
CESSARY IN ALL STATIONS. 


HUMILITY. 


T is a ſhame for a man to be proud, 

for let his condition be what it may, 
he proves himſelf to be ignorant and un- 
taught. Men whoſe education riſes no 
higher than the common run of foremaſt- 
men, may be ſuppoſed leſs ſubject to 
pride than to anger, but in all ſtations it 
depends on the goodneſs of the heart, 
whether either of theſe paſſions ſhall pre- 
vail. This remark carries truth with it: 
An angry man, who ſuppreſſes his paſ- 


& ſions, thinks worſe than he ſpeaks ; and 
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& an angry man that will chide,” or 


| ſuffer his tongue to utter perverſe things, 


c ſpeaks worſe than he thinks.” 

The Chriſtian virtue of humility ſets 
this matter right, and reſtores peace to a 
man's own breaſt, and to all the world 
beſides. It is much eaſier to prevent an- 
ger, than to give it laws. Pride and 
anger are both the offspring of hell. 


He that is little in his own eyes, can- 


© not be troubled much to be thought 
« ſo by others:“ pride will appear to him 
a very /illy paſſion. 

With reſpect to the world to come, 
we are not better nor worſe for what 
others ſay or think, and nothing is more 
common than miſtakes, and miſinforma- 
tion, concerning the virtues and vices of 
our neighbour. 

To acquire humility, we muſt ſuppreſs 
pride, envy, anger, ambition, with the long 
catalogue of troubleſome paſſions, which 


diſturb the human breaſt, Theſe are all 
in 


( 382) 

in rebellion againſt chriſtianity. The 
Chriſtian beatitude ſays, © Bleſſed are 
„ the meek, for they ſhall inherit the 
earth: Liſten to the invitation given 
by the Son of God, when he ſays, 
«« Learn of me, for I am meek and 
« lowly, and you. ſhall find reſt unto 
your ſouls ;” ſignifying, that you ſhall 
not find reſt if you do not learn of him. 
If all our words and actions, and even 
our thoughts, are regiſtered, how cau- 
tiouſly ſhould we keep the mind ! If re- 
pentance is neceſſary to ſalvation ; and 
humility neceſſary to repentance, we muſt 
be humble or perith. 

By whatever means you earn the bread 
which ſupports your life, the buſineſs of 
preparation for eternity muſt go gn. And 
to attempt to ſerve God, without an 
humble heart, is vain and fruitleſs! &“ An 
«© humble and a contrite heart, O God, 
« ſhalt thou not deſpiſe.” This is a 
glorious precept for a Few, from whoſe 
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pen it comes; but no religion pretends to | 
humility, in any degree, equal to the re- 
ligion of Chriſt. It lays pride low at 
our feet, as the property of the prince 
of darkneſs: and we are told by the wiſe 
man, that Pride was not made for 
«© man.” | 

If we attend to the life and character 
of the Son of God, on earth, we ſhall 
find it, the hiffory of humility, left in fo 
many leſſons, teaching us to proſtrate 
ourſelves before the throne of heaven as 
ſinful Beings, unworthy of mercy, but 
through his interceſſion as the great Lord 
of life, who humbled himſelf, even to ſuffer 
death on the croſs, that all mankind might 
follow his example, and crucify their evil 
affections. 

Thus we become Chriſtians, and “ to 
„be a chriſtian is to be every thing that 
6 is honeſt, juſt, and good,” —W hat- 
ever your ſtation in life may be, this 
6 will inſpire pleaſure, which no pain 

can 
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&* can overcome; of which no time can 
« deprive you, and which death will 
perfect and enſure to you for ever *.“ 
Therefore, my friends, whether on land 
or ſea, in a gentle breeze or a ſtorm, learn 
to pray for humility. 


MOST righteous and merciful God, ex- 
tend thy favour to me, a miſerable ſinner | 
Suffer not the prince of darkneſs to have 
dominion over me! Humble me in thy 
ſight, that knowing my propenſities to 
evil, I may watch the acceſſes to my 
heart, and ſuffer no pride, nor deceit- 
fulneſs to enter into it, but, imitating 
the humility of my bleſſed Lord, offer 
up my ſoul and body, as a living ſacri- 
hce before thee; and, through his in- 
terceſſion, at thy throne, obtain pardon for 
my ſins! O Father of mercy, and God of 


my life, this I beg for the ſake of the 


ſame Jeſus Chriſt, my Redeemer. 
524 þ 8 MERCY. 
© Rev. Dr, Horne. 
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M ERC x. 


A PORTION of miſery is inſepara- 
ble from human life, therefore mercy 
can never want employment ; and a glo- 
rious exerciſe it is of the head and heart, 
Mercy is ſometimes called the darling at- 
tribute of the Deity but all the attributes 
of God are over all his works, the meaneſt 
creature partaking of them. "Thoſe, whoſe 
lot in this world is the worſt, let them 
practice what they know; and he who 
profeſſes himſelf, in a particular man- 
ner, the friend of the poor, even to eſteem 
a kindneſs ſhewn to them, as done to him- 
ſelf, will be their advocate, as well as 
judge, at the eternal throne, where all 
ſeeming inequalities will be ſettled, 

Be aſſured, that the utmoſt perfection 
we mortals are capable of, in this world, 
is to govern our lives by the rules of 
Chriſtianity : and we are commanded to 

be 


„ 


be merciful, as our Father in heaven is 
merciful; that is, to the utmoſt of our 
power. 

No man can be ſaid to be maſter of 
himſelf, if he ſuffers any thing elſe to 
enſlave him; and the worſt tyrant he can 
poſſibly ſerve, is cruelty. 

Mercy ſmiles like an angel on the chil- 

dren of men, in this pilgrimage on earth : 
Cruelty looks grim as hell. 
No man can be a chriſtian, who does 
not attend to the wird of God; and he 
who attends, learns that he muſt forgive 
others, from an humble ſenſe of faults in 
himſelf, and as he hopes to be forgiven, 

It is paſt a doubt, that the virtuous 
mind is always humane; the vicious, 
cruel, if not intentionally, yet in its effects. 
Figure to yourſelf a man committing a 
vicious action: He muſt be cruel to 
himſelf, becauſe he offends his Maker: 
and he muſt unavoidably be cruel to 
ſome other perſon ; and in both caſes to 
; I the 


( 63 ] 
the community of which he is a mem- 
So.” =" 

As you are brave, be merciful. This is 
a vulgar proverb; but it is excellent good 
advice. He who hath moſt mercy, draws 
neareſt to the perfection of God. What- 
ever our condition be, the trueſt badge 
of a noble nature, is mercy; be it to a 
friend, an indifferent perſon, or to a 
vanquiſhed foe, But when mercy is ex- 
erciſed with a view to obedience to 
God, it renders the conſcience a ſtronger 
breaſt-plate than any man can provide 
himſelf, whoſe mind is corrupted, though 
he were maſter of the wealth of Peru and 
Mexico. 

He whoſe ſoul leans to his Maker, and 
conſiders him as his merciful father, is 
armed with weapons ſtronger than iron-: 
and fearing nothing but in, is dauntleſs in 
the day of danger. 

Ever carry it in your mind, that no 
evil deed can eſcape the all-ſearching eye 


of 
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e God, which darts through every guilty 

hole. Every action which is tinged with 

a ſinful dye, will ſtand forth diſtinguiſhed 

according to its colour! In ſpite of all 

merriment, or laughter, it will torture the 
ſoul ! 

The true way of being joyful, is to 
abſtain from tranſgreflions, as knowing 
how offenſive they are to God. Let the 
ungodly lay ſnares for you, as they cer- 
tainly will, becauſe they are ungodly ; 
but make this a reaſon for more caution, 
that you may not ſwerve from his command- 
ments. The conſcientious man conſiders 
theſe with joy, as inſtruments for obtain- 
ing mercy from his almighty friend and 
benefactor. £2 

The true language of a man who is 
wiſe enough to guard his conſcience, is, 

© Order my ſteps in thy word; fo 
& ſhall no wickedneſs have dominion over A 
«© me, 4 

* I hate them that imagine evil things, 

© but 
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te hit thy law do I love. Thou art my 
& defence and ſhield, and my truſt is in 
te thy word.” 

Indeed what truſt can you have in 
any thing elſe? The p/almi/t, in a noble 
ſpirit of piety, goes on: O ſtabliſh 
t me, according to thy word, that I 
© may live And let me not be diſap- 
© pointed of my Hope! 

Thoſe who do not conſider the word of 
God, or treat it as if they had no buſi- 
neſs with it, “ imagining deceit, and de- 
© parting from the ſtatutes of the Al- 
„ mighty, will be trodden down!“ | 

God, as the governor and ruler of the 
earth, requires homage of every nation 
and language. Every child of Adam, re- 
fuſing That homage, cannot avoid being 
puniſhed. If his conſcience does not 
grow callous, it will call for tears of re- 
pentance. 

However “ ſmall, and of no reputation, 


you or I may eſteem ourſelyes, we are 
LF] bound 
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bound to remember the commandments of 
God. Knowing his righteouſneſs to be 
everlaſting, and his /aw founded in eternal 
truth, we muſt obey it. The conſcience 
cannot be at reſt, if we obey it not. 

If you are truly humble, you will de- 
tight in the proſpect of happineſs pre- 
fented to your view by That /aw; and 
thoſe everlaſting teſtimonies will be your 
comfort in every trial. Your conſcience 
will be clear, and no trouble nor heavi- 


neſs will take hold upon you. If in the 


morning early you cry unto God, or, in 
other words, lift up your heart; and in the 
night watch, you alſo acknowledge Chris 
as your friend, your Saviour, and your 
God, regulating your affections according 
to his will, you will do your duty with 


the greater alacrity. You will fight, as 


well as pray, in earneſt, and Iike a Chriſ- 
tian. And what evil can then befall you? 


KEEPING 
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KEEPING HOLY THE SABBATH-DAY. 


E firſt inſtitution of the ſabbath, 
| by the command of God, appears 
to have been, that men periodically cele- 
brating the creation, might adore the 
Creator, the one true God, and be thus 
preſerved from idolatry.— Churches are the 
temples of God, and where theſe are found, 
they are confeſſedly the moſt proper places 
for Chri/tians to meet in for this celebra- 
tion; and alſo to confeſs their fins, and ſue 
for pardon, —W hat ſhall we ſay then, when 
we behold a congregation meet, rather 
to ſee each other, than to hear the word 
of God, or worſhip him in ſpirit and in 
truth ? 

How many turn their backs on the 
church; and ſuffering fix days to paſs 
in forgetfulneſs, find themſelves very ill 
prepared to do their duty on the ſeventh : 


This is not attending to the means of re- 


(F2] pentance, 
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pentance, nor promoting inſtruction, nor 
creating awe, nor conſequently preventing 
confuſion and di/treſs in common life. 

Every part of nature, in the comprehen- 
five view, is the temple of God; the ſea, 
as much as the land, and the ſhip as well 
as the church. But where churches are 
within our compaſs, we muſt rejoice to 
wear the threſhold. 

A regular attention to the Lord's Day, 

in every place, implies not only a belief 
in God, but obedience to his laws; and 
if we meet to pour out our gratitude be- 
fore him, we not only acknowledge him 
as our ſovereign, but we prove to our 
own hearts, that we adore him as the 
great author of life! 

Be aſſured, that wherever the ſabbath 
is broken, a whole tide of wickedneſs will 
flow in at the breach. As God hath Bleſſed 
this day, and hallowed it, fo they who 
neglect it anbleſt themſelves. 

Except in ſtreſs of weather, in which 
Fe Oe a work 
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a work of neceſſity does not profane the 
ſabbath, a ſhip's company may obſerve 
the ſolemnity of this . ſacred day with 
great decency and conveniency. 

You have a congregation at a minute's 
call ; and if there be no chaplain on board, 
the commander himſelf, or ſome other fit 
perſon, appointed by him, may celebrate 
the worſhip of God by prayer, and alſo 
by pious inſtruction or a ſermon. 

The ſhip's company is a family, du- 
ring the voyage; and as ſuch, it behoves 
the commander to make proviſion for their 
fouls as well as their bodies. And if he 
be not worſe than him, who provides no 
Zodily food for his own family, he will 
furniſh ſpiritual nouriſhment for his ſhip's 
company. | 

As God has made a ſeparation of this 
day to himſelf; for his ſake, diſtinguiſh it 
by peculiar acts of devotion. Be as re- 
ferved and retired as your ſituation will 
admit of, ftill ſupporting the chearful- 

421 neſs 


— — —— — 


1 
neſs of your mind: The ſeriouſneſs of 
the day will naturally incline you to 
think of your ſins paſt, and confirm your 
reſolutions of amendment; but it is a day 
of gladneſs, not of ſorrow. 


CONTENTMEN TT. 


S there any ſuch thing on earth as full 

ſatisfaction? — But he who has a happy 
diſpoſition of mind, may paſs his life 
Joyfully ! Neceſſity to him that ſtruggles, 
ſeeming to oppoſe the will of heaven, is 
choice to him who is willing + and he that 
bears affiiftion, without murmuring, what- 
ever his condition be, is much greater than 
him who murmurs, though 18 were a 
king ! 

Were you to know the ſecrets of men's 
hearts, how many ſorrows fit brooding in 


them, and the trials which the firſt of 


mankind go through, you would ſee, 
my friend, the _ and neceſſity of exer- 
ciſing 
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ciſing the grace of ſubmiſſion ; and that 
with contentment you cannot be wretched; 
and without it, every ſtation would ſtill be 
muſerable. 

Whatever may be vulgarly imagined, 
the providence of Ged is diſpenſed with 
an equal hand; the happineſs which this 
world is capable of, being moſt evidently 
extended to the poor, as well as the rich: 
And as to events which relate to a ſtate 
beyond the grave, read our Sayiour's pa- 
rable of Dives and Lazarus. 

Every man, who is not a fool, knows 
that nature makes but ſlender demands on 
us. Food and raiment, and covering from 
the inclemency of the ſky, are eafily ob- 
tained by the induſtriaus: and thoſe who 
are mad enough to prefer lying down in a 
ditch, may dis there. Many and ftrange 
mad tricks do lazineſs and cowardice play. 

He that is content with a little, has 
enough—and he, who haying enough, is 
not ſatisſied, is ungrateful to Providence, 
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and provokes the Almighty to take that 
ſufficiency from him. 

He that lives not. according to the 
rules of reaſon and religion, is always in 
want, let him enjoy what he may. The 
wiſe man ſays, A very little is ſufficient 
« for a man well nurtured; that is, well 
taught.—And it requires no great know- 
ledge or experience, to be thoroughly con- 
vinced of this truth. 

He whoſe defires are moderate, grows 
rich with a little. Why ſhould not a 
ſeaman be as reaſonable a Being as any 
other man ; and provide for his family, 
as good landmen do? 

Too many mariners ſquander their 
money fooliſhly; and, for want of com- 
mon precaution, frequently deprive them- 
ſelves of neceſſaries. It is a part of com- 
mon ſenſe, in all conditions, to take care 
of money: that is, to uſe, not abuſe it by 


ſquandering it foo/;/hly. You have heard 
it ſaid, * Fools and their money are ſoon 


“ parted.” 
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ce parted.” This is equally true of land- 


men and ſeamen. 

I have often thought, that every man, 
who goes to ſea, ſhould be alſo able to get 
his bread on ſhore, as thouſands do, after 
a war; and ſo far they have the advan- 
tage of landmen, as they can earn their 
bread either way. It is an honour to every 
man, who has been at ſea: And all men, 
who are laborious, may be ſure of em- 
ployment on ſhore. 

A little goes a great way in ſupporting 
the body in health; and it is by modera- 
tion the mind is rendered calm and peace- 
ful. Intemperance, whether a man be rich 
or poor, ſhortens life, and deſtroys both 
health and peace, 

If contentment be the wealth of nature, 
is it not good to lay up a large ſtock of 
it? In the mean while, the toils of ma- 
riners ſhould be rewarded : and they have 
good pay, and ſometimes prixe- money. 

True diſcipline, true courage, and true 

| induſtry 


EN 
induſtry always go together; and religion 
will ſupport them all. When a man 
has once got a habit of virtue, every 
action of his life will be influenced by 
that conſideration. He will praiſe and 
adore the author of his Zeing, ſtill look- 
ing towards heaven, and rejoicing in the 
contemplation of the mercies ſhewn him 
in the great finiſher of his faith and hope ; 
Thus he will join with angels in ſaying, 


_ GCLORY be unto thee, O God 
moſt high ; in earth, peace, charity, and 
love towards mankind! O thou that 
takeſt away the fins of the world, have 
mercy on me, and receive my prayer | 
O Lord almighty, father of angels and 
men, with angels and archangels, and all 
the company of heayen, I praiſe and mag- 
nify thy name, holy, holy, holy, Lord 
God of Hoſts, who filleſt heaven and 
earth with thy glory]! O bleſſed Saviour, 


who didſt overcome the ſharpneſs of death, 
to 
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to redeem me with thy precious blood, 
let thy mercy lighten upon me; and my 
confidence in thee, inſpire me with humble 
truſt, that I may be numbered with thy 
ſaints in glory everlaſting | This I beg, 
O Father of mercy, for the ſake of the 
ſame Jeſus Chriſt, my bleſſed Lord and 


redeemer. 


THE GREAT ADVANTAGE OF EXERCI- 


SING THE MIND IN THINKING OF 
GOD, AND ETERNITY. 


OULD you be bold in every 
virtuous purſuit, think of God / 
Think of the happy ſtate, of pleaſing 
him! From the moment we are born, 
we commence eternity“ The portion of 
time we live on earth, though ſufficient 
for the great purpoſe intended by our 
Maker, if we uſe it properly, and as he 
has commanded, is very ſmall, and paſſeth 
away like a ſhadow ! 


To 


9 
To think of God, is to love and adore 
him as our tender father, on whoſe mercy 
we depend for eternal happineſs. We 
cannot think of him, in this light, with- 
out falling down before him. 

To praiſe God, is an angelical and 
heavenly duty! By contemplating his 
infinite perfection, and his unſpeakable 
goodneſs and mercy, the uſual ſubjects 
of praiſe and thankſgiving, you will be 
inſenſibly engaged to love him, as the 

moſt perfect and merciful Being. This 
conſideration will naturally create a de- 
light in your communion with him by 
your prayers, which is the greateſt honour 
and happineſs man can enjoy. And as | 
this naturally keeps the mind in the moſt 
Joyful ſtate, it is for this reaſon alſo the 
moſt deſirable condition. 1 
1 Remember that our pleaſures here muſt | 
Wh! be made conformable to our hopes in a life 
| | to come, otherwiſe we ſhall ſell eternity for 
1 a meſs of pottage, and forfeit heaven for a 
10 | day's 
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day's amuſement. Can there be any thing 
in nature againſt which the mind more 
ſtrongly revolts? 


ME DIATION WITH GOD BY 
CHRIST ALONE. | 


ONSIDER the character of the 
Son of God! He was conceived 
« without Hain, lived without fin, and 
« died without guilt. He converſed with 
c the world, yet contracted none of its 
e pollutions ; but, like his glorious em- 
e blem, the light, paſſed through all 
things undefiled.“ Further, “He called 
« men from the ways of in, by his ſer- 
* mons; he allured them from its pleaſures, 
« by his example; he cleanſed them from 
« its guilt, by his bload, and reſcued 
them from its power, by his ſpirit *.“ 
You know that Chrift is the only me- 
diator, 


The learned and ingenious Dr. Horne's 
ſermon on the Prince of Peace. | 


100 1 | 
Ii | diator, through whom our prayers and 
Wl 1h! ; N 
[ (01:08 praiſes can be acceptable to God. You {| 
lil | | know that he is the Son of God, the ſecond 
0-0 in the holy incomprehenſible Trinity : 
160% and we, poor mortal; who comprehend ſo 
Wh! 

| | 10 little, demonſtrate our wiſdom moſt when 

4 it we moſt humble ourſelves before him. 

| i Chriſt being the only mediator, guard 

| Il | | yourſelf againſt the practices youTwill ſee 

| 0 in popiſb countries, where the people are 
b Il ſo ill-informed, they pray to ſarnts of [ 
10600. their own making; and addreſs the Virgin 

| 140 Mary as an interceſſor at the throne oß 
ET!!! God. Let them call this worſhip by what 
„ name they pleaſe, it is contrary to the de- 

| | | claration made by our bleſſed Lord. ; 
N | 4 
1 4 
| 11 THE DUTY OF PRAYER» F 
N | 1 
A HOSE who believe in Chri/t, as ; 
| 1911 . * 3 * . 4 
1 ſober perſons in Chriſtian countries ; 
10 Ml do, muſt know that Chriſtians always 
WM pray in his name. 
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None of us have any grounds of hope 
in the mercies of God, but through the 
merits and death of Chri; nor can we 
reaſonably expect to obtain mercy, if we 
never aſe for it. 

Let me therefore recommend to you 
moſt earneſtly, to pray, ' begging mercy 
in the name of Chrift, who has com- 
manded us to uſe what we call the Lord's 
prayer; and as we are taught this from our 
infancy, we are the more inexcuſable if we 
negleft .it. I mean not merely that you 
ſhould repeat prayers ; but pray from your 
heart, morning and night, ſtanding, ſit- 
ting, kneeling, or lying down. 

Pray, as ſoon as you think of praying, 
and do not ſay to yourſelf, it will do zy 
and by : pray inſtantly, and conſider that 
you are addrefling yourſelf to the great 
Lord of heaven and earth, who com- 


mands the winds, and ſtilleth the raging 


of the waves |! 
The more.attentive you are, the nearer 
you 


[ 8 ] 
you approach his diyine Majeſty ; and the 
more mindful he will be of your humble 
petition. Conſider alſo, that nothing is 
more manly than to pray to God, and to 


truſt in him, 
Do this, and you will find n no \ cauſe to 


8 of any hardſhips that may befall 
you, —If your memory ſhould enable you 
to learn a few prayers by heart, you will 
find them no burthen to you. Send up 
your prayers on the wings of contr;tion, 
ahd God, in the throne of his glory, will 
hear them! 


THE PROMISES ANNEXED TO THE AC- 
 CEPTANCE OF CHRIST AS OUR ME- 
DIATOR AND REDEEMER. 


RUE piety is the moſt pleaſant 
thing imaginable: It is doing 
juſtice, ſhewing mercy, and endeavouring 
to keep ourſelves unſpotted from the 


world. Conſider the vaſt goodneſs of God / 
The 
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The promiſes he has made; and the means 
of obtaining pardon with him. He is, 
by « Jeſus Chriſt, reconciling the world 
„to himſelf, not imputing their treſ- 
„ paſſes “.“ And by this one mediator 
betwixt God and man, the ſalvation of the 
worſt of ſinners is provided for,—if they 
timely and effectually lay hold of the re- 
medies that are ſet before them in the 
geſpel. For we are there aſſured, that 
* Chriſt is able to ſave to the uttermoſt, 
© thoſe that come to God by him .“ 

He is as willing as he is able to ſave: 
for ©* whoſoever comes to him, he will 
ce jn no wiſe caſt out 1.“ 

Our Saviour ſays, Come unto me all 
ye that travel and are heavy laden, and 
I will refreſh you C.” 

« $» Ged loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, to the end, 

6 that 


T2 bor. v. 19. + Heb. vi. 25, f John 
vi. 73. +I Matt, xi. 28. 
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ic that all who believe in him,” that is, 
believe in him .ſo as to obey his laws, 
„ ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
r 
«« If any man fin, we have an advocate 
« with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righ- 
« teous, and he is the propitiation for our 
ins +." | 
In theſe promiſes, you ſee the fum ot 
the glad tidings of the goſpel ; and that 
when a ſinner becomes truly ſenſible of his 
corrupt and periſhing ſtate, and perceives 
the readineſs of his Squicur to ſupply all 
the good he wants, and prevent the evi he 
fears, and truly applies himſelf to God, 
through Chri/?, with an earneſt deſire and 
purpoſe to obey his will ; the Lord will 
receive ſuch a perſon, and enrich him with 
bis grace, his mercy, and peace, here and 
for ever 
Thus you may perceive, my friend, 
that 


0 John lii. 16. + 1 John ii. 3. 
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that the great prophet of the Chriſilan 
world, our Lord and Saviour Chriſt, is 
anointed of G to be our prophet, prięſt, 
and king, to inſtruct us, both by his word 
and ſpirit, in the will of the Meſt High, 
and to be a peace-offering for us; to train 
us up in the ſpiritual government of his 
goſpel, ſo as to fit us for his eternal 
kingdom. Can any thing be more joyful 
and glorious ? You ſee that it is the vital 
property of faith, and the true intereſt of 
the ſoul, to accept of our Saviour, to 
truſt in him, and to live to him, with all 
the heart and mind. 

This is the ſubſtance of the Chriſtian 
faith, and of God's covenant with men; 
and the only way to peace. 

Hence you may alſo diſcover, the diſmal 
caſe of ſuch ſenſeleſs ſinners as daily 
affront their Maker, and have no regard 
to his laws; who do not apply them- 
ſelves to the mediator betwixt God and 
man, and will not ſubmit to the terms of 
peace which he propoſes. 
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Carty. it conftantly in your thoughts, 
that the great Redeemer of mankind 
came down from heaven, in form as 
a man, expreſsly to teach us the will of 
God. Even he, the Saviour of the world, 
moſt wonderful to think of, came from 
the boſom of his father, perfect man, 
as well as perfect God, in his human 
nature, to die ; and. he did ſuffer an ig- 
nominious death on the croſs, for you and 
all mankind, ſealing the truth of what 
| he taught us in his goſpel, with his 
| blood: then riſing from the dead, aſcended 


— 
— — — 


in triumphant glory into heaven, where 
he intercedes for thoſe who truly repent 
I and amend. 
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Wil The ſacred volume, called the Old 
— 1 Teſtament *, contains propheſies con- 
lil 14 cerning 
— 1 
Ii i! * A judicious abridgment of the ſacred 
| | 0 writings, ſuch as is given by the Marine 
1 | " Society, might be of the greateſt fervice for 
| | 1 the uſe of ſeamen. 
„ 
MW | 
ll | 
„ 
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cerning Chri, and the Nm, the hiſtory 
of his life and death ; with the commands 
he hath left on record, of what we afe 
to do. He requires of us to love God 
with all our heart, and with all our ſoul; 
and to ſhew it by our charity and humanity to 
our fellow-creatures ; or, in other words, 
by loving cur neighbour as ourſelves, not do- 
ing them the leaſt harm on any account. 


DUTY OF PRAYING FOR NA- 
TIONAL PEACE. 


HOUGH the clang of war is apt 

to ſtun mankind, and pervert their 
ways; when it comes, we muſt do our beſt 
to make it ſucceſsful. As Chriftians, we 
pray for the continuance of peace and the 
welfare of our fellow-creatures. 


GLORY in the higheſt, be unto thee, 
© Father omnipotent | Let peace reign for 
ever! Extend thy mercies, O Lord, to all 
[ G& 355 the 
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the children of men, that reaſon and juſtite 
may decide their quarrels, under the mighty 
banners of the Prince of peace. Let the 
remembrance of his holy life, and meritd- 
rious death, influence the minds of all the 
- Chriftian world, that wars may ceaſe from 
the earth! O eternal God, whoſe power 
no creature can reſiſt, to whom it be- 
longeth to puniſh the fins of nations, mer- 
cifully withhold thy vengeance from this thy 
people. Viſit us with thy ſalvation ; and 
grant that we may ſo live on earth, as 
finally to be received into thy kingdom 
in heaven, for the ſake of Feſus Chriſt “ 


You may alſo with great propriety ſay: 


ASSIST me, O gracious Father, in 
all my doings, and further me with thy 
continual help, that in all my works I 
may glorify thy holy name, and finally by 
thy mercy obtain everlaſting life, through 
Jeſus Chrift my Redeemer / 
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SERIOUSNESS AND JOY. 
EHOLD the objects which ſur- 


round you! See how every one wears 
a ſerious aſpect, obeying the laws of 
its almighty Ruler! The. calm and the 
ſtorm, are in this reſpe&t the ſame. 
The azure ſky, and verdant lawn, the 
birds that ſing, and the ſheep that bleat, 
are all ſerious, —but not ſorrowful. To 
be ſerious, generally means being ſober 
and vigilant; and ſobriety and vigilance 
make us glad, for they keep us from do- 
ing harm to ourſelves, or other people; 


and conſequently prevent the miſeries 


which bring on mourning and lamen- 
tation. 

It is an injury to human nature, to 
repreſent ſeriouſneſs as an enemy. The 
heart of man cannot be a true friend to 
itſelf without ſeriouſneſs. There is a time 
to laugh, and a time to weep, a time to 


[G4] be 
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be glad, and a time to be ſorrowful ; but 
there is no time for being mad or fooliſb. 

The fool is ſaid to lift up his voice 
with laughter, when the wiſe man ſcarce 
ſmileth a little ; but examine the hearts 
of both, and you will find the wiſe man 
enjoys a conſtant fleady gladneſs ; the fool 
is merry, only as people are exhilarated 
with wine. The reaſon is plain; the 
wiſe man knows what he is about; he is 
pleaſed, for his mind does not reproach 
him; and becauſe he endcavours to do 
his duty, he is full of Hape; and hope is 
always as pleaſant to the heart, as igt to 
the eye. 

The tempers of men differ, and one 


laughs much, another but little: he who 


laughs the leaſt may be the leaſt inclined 
to weep. We muſt allow for temper, 
and ſuppoſe that all virtuous men have 
not the ſame tempers, nor the ſame de- 
gree of underſtanding. Being Chr:i/tians, 


men of all . tempers ſhould be ſober and 


vigilant ; 
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vigilant; and diſcharging their duty with 
alacrity, rejoice always. None but the 
ignorant or wicked, can indulge obſtinate 
mourning or hſeleſt ſorrow. Religion bids 
us always to rejoice. 


MORAL CONSIDERATIONS CONNECTED 
WITH OUR COMMON MORTALITY, 
AND HOPE IN A LIFE TO COME. 

IF you keep your heart with diligence, 

at all times, you will perform thoſe 

duties, when there is the leaſt probability 
of dying, which you would wiſh to do, 
were you about to die. 
True Chriſtians know, that fear ariſing 
from guilt, as the forerunner of the pu- 
niſhment that awaits ſinners, is one of the 
ſevereſt kinds of miſery; and that it is 
avoidable only by a virtuous life. 
Remember alſo, that of all kinds of 
poverty, the greateſt is the poverty of the 
mind. Thoſe who have no compaſſion: 


for their fellow-creatures, - nor any ſen- 
ſibility 


3 


1 
fibility of their own faults and ſins, are 
poor indeed ! | 

To enjoy a foul capahle of the. higheſt 
ſentiments, is not peculiar to the rich nor 
learned. Solid worth, and genuine virtue, 
are confined to no condition. 

True piety, and health, are beyond all 
price. For when health is gone, and we 
approach to the borders of the grave, the 
Almighty forſakes not thaſe who incline 
their hearts to him. 

Look round, and behold the rich, in 
common with the poor, haſtening to the 
grave. It is indiſputable, that life is ſhort 
and uncertain ; and .is not this thought 
ſufficient to humble the proudeſt of the 
children of men? Can any man in his 
right mind be proud? 

The good, in all ſtations, muſt be happy 
in the end, becauſe they are good ; as the 
wicked will be miſerable, becauſe they 
are wicked. So God, who governs the 


world, has appointed! | 
This 


"his 
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' This ought ever to be your comfort, 
and the ſubject of your joy: That the 
mercies of God are extended over all his 
works, and common to the rich and poor, 

"Let not mercy, nor truth, nor juſtice, 
nor the love of God, ever forſake you. 
Bind them about your neck; wear them 
in your boſom ; write them on the tablet 
of your heart. ' 

Think of immortality ! It cannot be, 
that men ſhauld die like dogs ! If you are 
good now, you will be happy after death, 
exceeding all that you or any other man, 
can poſſibly conceive. But if you are wick- 
edly impenitent, you will be miſerable be- 
yond deſcription. One or other of theſe 


things muſt happen, for the ſame reaſon 


that you are a reaſonable accountable 
creature, and not a dog, nor any brute ani- 
mal that dies like a dog. 

Stop your ears, and guard your eyes, 
Againſt all manner of evil; {till recollect- 


"gs 
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ing, that Jeſus Chrift, the great Prince 
and friend of mankind, ſuffered a painful 
death on the croſs, that through his blood 
you might, if you do your own endeavours, 
be ſaved from all puniſhment, and be- 
come a partaker of the joys and glories of 
heaven | 


God hath expreſsly declared, death ſhall 


open a paſſage to a bleſſed eternity. If 


ſome entertain doubts, and make difficul- 
ties, we may be certain they are not, in 
a religious ſenſe, acquainted with God ; and 
therefore. do not live in peace with their 
own boſoms. Being “ ſtrangers to the 
© conſideration of his attributes, they 
© diftruſt the promiſes of our Saviour, 
and fail in the main requiſites of a 
% Chriflian, turning infidels in a ſociety 
of believers.“ 

What can afford us greater comfort than 
the belief, that the ſoul is immortal; and 
that if we believe in God, and worſhip, 
and obey him, we ſhall be happy for 

ever | 
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ever What labour would you not go 
through in the purſuit of your duty, as a 
Brave ſeaman, to compaſs the taking ſome 
rich prize, and at the ſame time defeat a 
formidable enemy? Yet this could regard 
only the years you might live, if you ac- 
compliſhed your purpoſe ; and the wealth 
might render you righteous, or wicked, 
juſt as you employed it. 

Labour for the riches that may be 
more eaſily acquired, and which are in- 
comparably ſuperior, in the happineſs they 
furniſh, even beyond the conception of 
the heart! And what is more to be at- 
tended to, they will laſt for ever ] 

The defire of the ſoul after happineſs, 
is as light to the eye, and food to hunger: 
or the change of the heart burſting with 
ſorrow, to become exceedingly joyful : it 
is to the ſoul, far beyond a change of 
acute pain of body, to the moſt pleaſing 
ſenſation : it is the triumph of the under- 
ſtanding, and the gladneſs of the heart ! 

The 
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O— Fhe'ceaſing of ſorrow, never to return! 


The participation of joy, never to ceaſe |! 
And, when we carry the mind to the 
utmoſt it can conceive, this happineſs 


e beggars all deſcription ]“ 


THOUGHTS ON DEAT H. 


HE ſum and ſubſtance of life is to 
x prepare for death ; or in other words, 
for eternity“ What is the life of man 
compared to eternity ? Conſidered fimply, 
it is a vapour, a bubble, a feather ; but 
as time, given to prepare for heaven, it is 
an object of the higheſt importance. Every 
man's mind is a ſovere:zgnty to itſelf; 
and he is a ſon of the Moft High, who 
is obedient to his God / 

We ſee the nations of the earth riſe 
and fall, by the permiſſion. of the al- 
mighty Lord of all: How much more 
the ſhort-lifed individuals, who through a 
ſucceſſion, compoſe nations 
Conſidering 


E 


un! Conſidering all unforeſeen accidents, 
eaſe ! and the numbers that fall in infancy, 
the - life is ſo ſhort, we ſeem but to look at: 
ines a man, and behold his place is vacant: 
A rational indifference to life is there- 
fore neceſſary. What can you fear, when 
death hath loſt its terrors? And if you 
H. fear nothing but God, nothing can affect 
1 ds you, to induce you to do a wrong thing, for 
zords, any gratification inconſiſtent with your. 
F man religion. The reſolution acquired from 
mply, this habit, is the firſt article in the hap- 
„ but pineſs of a man. It ſets him above the 
it i» WA 774, with reſpect to every thing it can 
Pity 3 give, or take away. 
itſelf; 4 Nature hath paſſed ſentence on us all: 
„ who and, of all wonders, the greateſt is, 
that men ſhould fear ; for death being 
* © unavoidable, is no object for fear.“ 
LEO The poet juſtly ſays, 
more ll © *Tis what the guilty fear, the prous crave, 
ough a Wl © Sought by the wrezch, but — 


* by the brave. 
5 Go 


idering 
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Vo deeper into the conſideration of 
'death, on Chriftian precepts; it is a 
paſſage to everlaſting peace and reſt, 
amidſt the glories of eternity! The 
Chriftian, with the great apoſtle, ſays, 
O geath, where is thy ſting ? O grave, 
<< where is thy victory ?'? What is death, 
to him who is faithful to his God? To 
him who does his duty like a grave, and 
honeſt, and religious man, it is an entrance 
into immortal glory! 
And what is the difference in conditions? 
You, my friend, when you die, will be 
thought of no more, here below : and this 
is the caſe of every other man. TT hoſe 
who have acquired the moſt founding 
names, what are they but names, which, 
with reſpect to the dead, are nothing 
If you were to take up the tu of a 
king, and that of one of your compamions, 
what difference ſhould you find? If you 
could examine what their hearts were, 


when they took leave of the world, the 1 
| | beſt i 
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beſt reflection you could make would-be, 
that good men, independent of their con- 
dition in life, are happy in death; and 
that the wicked are miſerable. 

The wiſeſt thing any man can do, is 
to live well, The religious poet ſays, 


« Nor love thy life, nor hate; but what 
| 6 thou livꝰſt 
« Live well; how my or —_ permit 


© to heaven. 


In theſe circumſtances it is natural to 
pray: | 


O ETERNAL Ged, by. whoſe ever- 
laſting decree it is appointed to man 
once to die; grant me fo lively a faith 
in thy word; and ſo firm a confi- 
dence in thy promiſes, and thy mercy; that 
whenever it ſhall pleaſe thee to call me 
hence, I may be found maintaining thy 
cauſe with faithfulneſs, and thus finiſh 


H my 


191 
my warfare with joy ! This I beg, for the 
ſake of my bleſſed Lord and Redeemer 
Feſus Chrift, the finiſher of our faith, 
who died on the croſs for the fins of the 
world ! 


But life being beſet with many evils, 
and ſome trials very ſevere, conſider that 
he who can beſt endure, overcomes with 
the leaſt difficulty : that proſperity often 
proves a greater evil to men than adver- 
ſity: and that whatever your lot may be, 
it 1s your duty, and your glory, to look up 
to heaven, and pray: 


ALMIGHTY God, the fountain of 
wiſdom, who knoweſt all my wants and 
neceſſities, I beſcech thee to have com- 
paſſion on me; and thoſe things which 
are good for me, vouchſafe to give me, 
tor the merits of thy dear Son JI" Chriſt, 
my Redeemer. 
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Being thus ſtrengthened in ſpirit, con- 
ſider alſo the promiſes of God as the higheſt 
of all conſolations. 


ALMIGHTY Father, who haſt pro- 
miſed to hear the petitions. of all wha 
implore thy mercy in the name of Chrif, 
I beſeech thee, mercifully incline thine 
ears unto me, who now make my prayers 
ind ſupplications ; and grant me grace 
to live fa:thfully, and according to thy will, 
to the relief of my neceſſities, and the diſ- 


play of thy glory: and thus finiſhing my 


days with joy, be finally received into thy 
glorious kingdom, for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt, my Redeemer ! 
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Dürizs Or SEAMEN IN THE ROYAL 
NAVY,” AND OTHER SHIPS OF WAR. 


e eee OF FELLOW-SUBJECTS 
? FOR SEAMEN. ' 


NAN I ſhew the humility of my heart, 
| or my ſincerity towards my Maker, 
in a more diſtinguiſhed inſtance of 'bene- 
volence, than by conſulting your welfare? 
Can I expreſs a ſenſe of duty and affection 
to our common parent, our dear country, 
in a more proper manner, than by con- 
ſidering vou as my friends and fellow Chrife 
tians, common ſervants to our great Lord 
and Maſter Chrift, the king of glory? 
While we ſerve and obey him, truly and 
faithfully, in hope of heaven, we ſhall as 
diligently, 
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diligently, and loyally, ſerve our maſter, 
our earthly ſovereign, whom God preſerve, 
in hopes of the reward of temporal fe- 
licity. 

„The be, of us ſeem to have x degree 
of the ferocious in our compoſition: The 
nature of man is part animal, part ange- 
tical, But people of ſober minds, who do 
every thing with the greateſt mixture of 
reaſon, love you as brothers; honour you 
as the brave among men; eſteem you 
for the ſervices you perform in your 
calling, whenever theſe are required; and 
finding it as natural to you to fight 
bravely, as to act generouſly, they wiſh 
to promote your happineſs ; and they pray 
for your proſperity ! 

When I ſpeak of Britiſh Seamen, I 
mean the Seamen of the Britiſh empire; 
for the Iriſh, and colonifts, I believe, 
are equally brave, and equally objects of 
our common affect ion. The time may 
be near, when the curſe of civil diſcord 
Ep [H3] with 
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with the Britiſb Americans, will be felt 
no more 


VULGAR NOTIONS RELATING TO 
SEAMEN, CORRECTED. 


ERE the queſtion aſked of any 
commander, moſt diſtinguiſhed for 

piety, candour and experience, ** Have you 
„ &n9wn a ſeaman the leſs clean, tight, or 
* courageous in battle, for being ſober 9? 
When he gave proof of believing in 
Chri Mianity, was he the leſs to be de- 
pended on, in reſpect to the care of his 
health, , his fidelity to the king, or his 
bravery in action?“ | 
And may we not aſk each other in ge- 
neral : Are there any men diſtinguiſhed 


on the face of the zarth, or the great deep, 
more particularly called upon to acknow- 
Jedge the exiſtence of a God, and the 
wonders of omnipotence, diſplayed in the 
powers of nature, more than ſeamen? 


When vou behold the tremendous ope- 
rations 
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rations of nature, the elements ſeeming 
to be at war, as it were to bring this 
paragon, man, to an end, for venturing 
on the vaſt abyſs; do you-not conſider the 
powers of human invention, in the vaſt me- 
chaniſm of a ſhip? Do you not feel in your 
boſom, the God who gave thoſe powers ? 

The happy genius derived from our 
ſituation as /anders, renders the fea, in 
ſome meaſure, our delight; and while we 
ſee the goodneſs of Providence diſplayed 
on the water, as much as on the land, you 
ſeamen are ſtrangers to that fooliſh, envious 
extravagant ſpirit, which often prevails on 
ſhore ; and conſequently are leſs ſubject, in 
the words of the Pſalmiſt, to be cut down 
<< as the graſs, and withered as the green. 
« herb.” 


READINESS TO SERVE THE KING, 
HE defence of our iſland neceſſarily 
depending on ſhips of war, to be a 

free people we muſt be ſailors. We hve 
| CH4] > Ii 
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in the neighbourhood of a numerous, 
reſtleſs, ambitious nation, often at enmity 
with us. If they are not employed in de- 
fending their on country, on the conti- 
nent, they will try to turn their arms 
zgainſt us. It has thereforg.often been the 
policy of this nation to make a powerful 
diverſion, In the mean time it is a moſt 
pleaſant thing, in time of war, or rumout 
of war, to behold you brave ſeamen crowd- 
ing to a rendezvous, to offer your ſervice 
to fight by ſea. 1 182 
When the king requires your * 
it would be abſurd to ſuppoſe he bas no 
occaſion for it; or that the public will 
create à wanton expence. The ſeaman 
who ſhews reluctance to ſerve his country, 
does not conſider that this, in effect, is 
the refuſal of the hand to ſerve the mouth, 
or the, mouth the belly, and conſequently 
leaving the __ to languiſh and become 

uſt. Mn v7 
Nothing, can afford a higher pleaſure 
than 


am a a r wi qzea £t 


L 105 J 

than to ſee a bre ſtuman, wich his uſual 
chearfulneſs' and alaerity, ready to ferve 
when he is wanted The trueſt bravery 
is men in the 150 of onr country, for this 
comprehends the doing ſervict to every 
one: it means, eburage to defend us, and 
generoſity of mind to promote our happi- 
neſs, ſupported ' by the fear of God, N 

obedience to bis laws. 
Were the tears of a enter mother, of 
no greater value than drops of common 
rain, it could be no diſgrace to diſregard 
them; but being precious as gems, to every 
generous heart, we ſhould rather give 
drops of blood from our hearts, than ſee 
our common parent, our dear N 

unrelie ved, particularly at ſea, 

Whatever is good may be expected from 
you. To act like true ſons of the /za, 
good ſubjects to the Ang, and faithful 
ſervants to our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, 
you muſt not be influenced by motives of 
gain, nor perverſeneſs of humour, to de- 
cline 
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eline the ſervice of your country, leſt you. 


ſhould, through ſuch folly and inadver- 
tency, wickedly invite a haughty enemy 


to diſtreſs and harraſs, if not reduce you. 


to the neceſſity of receiving the moſt de- 
grading law from them. 


HONOUR FOR THE KING AND NATION.. 


VERY one that hath a will to do 


good, equal to his power in his ſtation, 


is worthy of honour : but he who hath. 


exalted virtue, or is appointed by Provi- 


dence to fill a throne, muſt be ſubject to 


many cares! Do not his endeavours to 
promote the good of his ſubjects, entitle 
him to the higheſt honour and reſpect ? 
Our laws are ſo contrived, that were 
we more virtuoully inclined, than I ap- 
prehend we are, and more religiouſly 
obeyed thoſe laws, we ſhould bid fair to be 
the moſt happy people on earth. But it is 
our misfortune to be inconſtant; and, as 
generally. 
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generally happens to all nations, to be 
intoxicated with the enjoyment of great 
affluence: and when this creates a turbu- 
lent humour, we become enemies to our 
own ſafety and proſperity. 

The more reſpe& you pay to the Ing, 
and the government of your country, the 
more honour you do yourſelf, Remember 
that you render unto Ceſar the things 
that are Czſar's.” Obedience to hu» 
man laws is the foundation of ſociety; 
for without it we cannot be ſure of a day's 
liberty, nor can life itſelf be guarded. . 

When you ſerve the fing, knowing that 
he is ſupreme in church and fate, you are 
bound to honour, reſpect, and obey his latw- 
ful commands, fighting for him like a brave 
ſeaman, in which is comprehended the 
higheſt commendation of true valour. 
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THE BENEFITS OF: DISCIPLINE. 

HE, love of order is as pleaſing to 

vou true ſeamen, as the love of 
virtue to hong men. Whether by ſea or 
land, diſoipline is the-ſoxl of war, and the 
heart and camfort of peace. Good order 
conſtitutes. true merit in the ſailar or ſal- 
dier; and the glory of commanders, © The 
happineſs of a ſhip's crew depends on it; 
and it is remarkable, that the officer wha 
maintains the beſt ae is — 
the moſt beloved. * 

The emen is made of the ſame 
ſtuff as his officer ; and his reaſon dictates 
to him as clearly, that from the moment 
diſcipline ceaſes, confuſjon takes place; and 
he is as ſubject to ſuffer from confuſion, or 
the want of a true command, as his /- 
ficer : for, indeed, how can the duties of 
humanity, or religion, be exerciſed with- 
out order? o 2354318 362 

HEINOUSNESS 
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HEINOUSNESS OF DESERTION 
IN TIME OF: VAK 


1 you deſert, you rob your country, fot 
only of the: bennty you may have re- 
ceived, but of your ſervice alſo. In every 
caſe, if your ſervice is neceſſary; conſider 
yourſelf bound by the ties of bravery 
and generoſity, | as well as duty to your 
country. Watch yourſelf, and be not 
tempted by any bad example, nor evil caun- 
ſellor, to hazard the diſgrace of leaving 
the ſervice in any clandeſtine manner. 

Deſertion often ariſes from a roving ſpi- 
rit, motives: of gain, or diſbonefly, being 
highly diſhonourable, particularly to thoſe 
who have any pretenſions to military glory. 
Indeed it operates in favour of the enemy, 


and is by no means conſiſtent with the true 


bravery of ſeamen. Bravery is but another 
name for duty, fidelity, common charity, and 
the true love of fellow - ſubjects, ſhewn'in 
the great article of their defenſſe. 


Tr TE | He 
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He that deſerts his poſt in danger, is 
ſuppoſed to be a coward ; but deſertion, 


in time of war, wears the face of every 
miſchievous intent, Beware, my dear 
friend, that no evil ſpirit tempt you to act 
unlike your ſelf. 


OBEDIENCE TO COMMAND. 


OU and all our fellow-ſubjects are 

born to liberty: but true liberty con- 
ſiſts not in noiſe and riots, but in doing 
good, and obeying command. 

As you mean to obey God, our common 
father and friend, you will obey your com- 
manders ; and if you do“ your duty to 
them, they will be the inſtruments of his 
Providence to you. 

' As the worſt of evils may be expected 
to fall on thoſe who are diſobedient to 
their natural parents, thoſe who do not 
obey their commanders, appointed by Pro- 
vidence for the great and noble purpoſe of 
preſerving 
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of: 1 
preſerving our country, with all our pa- 
rents, and children, againſt their enemies, 
bring evils on themſelves and their children, 
You know, my friends, that 


“The hearts of commanders kiſs obedience, 
„So much they love it: but, to ſtubborn 
„ ſpirits, 
„They ſwell, and grow as terrible as 
« ſtorms.” 


It is your part to confider command as' 
glory ; and, where danger moſt abounds, 
to ſtand as firm as rocks againſt the 
chiding flood, or angry billows chafing 
on the ſhore, Conſcience haunts the per- 
verſe in will, but the brave hone/? man 
is bold as a lion. The wicked may flee, 
when no man purſueth, but he ſtands firm 
and undaunted, 

You, who gain honeſt bread by fighting, 
are as worthy ſubjects as any the king 
rules over, How could we purſue our 


3 peaceful 
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peaceful eallings, if we were a prey to 
our enemies in be hf 


Þ 6 do 
OBEDIENCE, TO $UPERIORS AND COM- 


.MANDERS, unn BY THE LAWS 
OF chats r. 


EAMEN are almoſt of as many 

ranks and conditions as /andmen. But 
every mam, who wiſhes to die in peace and 
comfort, ſhould endeavour to /ive with 
"decency and order, theſe being the vital 
principles of all civil ſociety. For the 
ſame reaſon, whether it be by za or land, 
the goſpel requires of us to live ©* ſoberly, 
« righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
cc wor * 

You are obliged to demean yourſelf re- 
ſpeQfully and ſubmiſſively towards your 
ſuperiors, and' to avoid all unjuſt mur- 
murings ; not only becauſe the well-being 
of ſociety depends upon it, but as it is 
the command'of Ged, 

I | The 
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The fifth commandment requires you 
to © honour your father and mother, that 
your days may be long in the land which 
the Lord your God giveth you :” but this 
Honour is not to be reſtruined to your na- 
tural parents alone; for alf interpreters 


are agreed, that we are obliged not only 


to honour them, but alſo: the Ling, and 


ba all that are put in authority under him, 


by ſubmitting our ſelvet, as our church cate- 
chiſm expreſſes it, To all our gover- 
« nors, ſpiritual paſtors, and maſters 


< and by ordering ourſelyes lowly and 


< reverently to all our Betters,”” And as 
the providence of God hath placed many 


in the tation of faremaſi- men, they ſhould 


ſeriouſly attend to the advice given by 

St. Peter *, ** Be ſubject to your maſ- 

<< ters with all fear, not only to the good 

ce and gentle, but alſo to the froward : 

for this is thank-worthy, if a man, for 

Dy conſcience toward Gad, endure grief, 
111 * wing 

® 1 Pet, iis 18, 19, 20. N 
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« ſuffering wrongfully. For what glory 
« is it, if when ye be buffeted for your 
« faults, ye ſhall take it patiently? But 
« if when ye do well, and ſuffer for it, 
« ye take it patiently, this is acceptable 
c with God.” | | 
Such is the language of Chriſtianity. 
But in this land of freedom, the laws pro- 
vide for juſtice; and ſeverity, contrary to 
Juſtice, or in other words, cruelty, is as 
rare a thing as cowardice, and , ſeldom 
paſſes unpuniſhed. On the other hand, 
2 regular chearful ſubmiſſion to com- 
manders, is as pleaſant to the ſight of every 
honeſt good ſubject, as diſcontent is ſore- 
neſs to the eyes, and anguiſh to the heart. 
Wherever neglect of duty is found, in 
a milftary view, it is as ſcandalous to an 
officer, as a vicious conduct to a religious 
man. And as nothing can captivate the 
heart ſo much as true Chri/tianity, we may 
_ conſider this as bravery, virtue, and glory, 
giving grace to the behaviour of the ableſt 
and beſt ſeamen, 
I | You 


t my Þ 


You are ſenſible that ſome of you, who 
have more ſpirit than diſcretion, are apt to 
do wrong things on ſhore, more to their own 
harm than the injury of others. But for 
the reaſon they are ſpirited, they ſhould 
ſhew it in action, not idly nor wickedly. 
Swearing, as I have ſaid already, is no 
proof of bravery, but juſt the contrary; 
It is fooliſhneſs, and an impious habit. 

When the matter is fairly ſtated, and 
a good example on-board, ſet before your 
eyes, you may be conſidered as a much 
more ſober race of men than is vulgarly 
imagined. I will go further: you may 
be rendered religious with greater eaſe than 
landmen, of whom many are accuſtomed to 
follow the dictates of their own fooliſh 
hearts, without the advantages of diſcipline. 
In general, I muſt obſerve, ſome wicked 
practices, are leſs known than formerly. - 

I ſuppoſe our forefathers had books pe- 
culiarly adapted to your condition: if theſe 


are ah oft, or worn out, we are the more 
[121 concerned 
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concerned to revive moral and religious 
ſentiments among you; and by every 
poſſible means draw back your attention 
to the things which belong to your own 
happineſs. You make a conſiderable part 
of the family of our comman parent, and 
we ſhould conſult our mutual welfare as 
friends, and warriors, as well as huſband- 
men, labourers, and manufacturers; but, 
above all, as believers in Chriſt, and 
faithful "ſervants to our great Lord and 
Maſter |! 

We implore the Almighty to lead forth 
our fleets and armies, and render them 
towers of defence againſt, our enemies, 
Let us conſider France, on this occaſion, 
as proving herſelf, if it be poſſible, 
more perfidious than in any other period 
of our hiſtory. It may be preſumed, 
whatever puniſhment we deſerve for our 
ſins, the wrath of heaven will fall heavieſt 
on thoſe who are the diſturbers of the peace 
of mankind, and uſe the moſt helliſh in- 

ſtruments 


[m7 7. 


ſtruments to ll theirdeadiy;qroutly | 


and neabitious purpoſes. 


REVERENCE FOR THE CLERGY; 


HE ting is the head of the church: 
revere the clergy / To deſpiſe them 
is the firſt ſtep towards deſpiſing religion; 
and he that deſpiſeth religion, muſt. be 
the vileſt out-caſt of the earth, and un- 
worthy of the breath he draws. 
Solomon ſays, Fear the Lord with all 
* thy ſoul, and reverence his priefts : love 


„him that made thee, with all thy 


* ſtrength, and forſake not his mini- 
cc lers. 55 


Is it not obvious, that if * fear God, 


you muſt reſpect his immediate ſervants, the 


preachers of the goſpel of Cbriſt? 


Be aſſured, the greater reſpe& you ſhew 
ro the clergy, the more attentive you will 
be to keep the ſabbath-day, in a ſober, 


awful, and religious manner, attending 
131 divine 
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divine ſervice with conſtancy and delight, 
If you negle& your duty on that day, 
when your ſituation will allow of your 
performing it, how can you expect a bleſ- 


ſing on any other day ? 


Attend to the inſtruction which may be 
given you, particularly on that day. In 
many of the king's ſhips there are chap- 
lains, and it is a ſhame that any capital 
ſhip ſhould be without one. In frigates, 
and ſmaller veſſels, and merchant ſhips, you 
know that one of the officers generally 
prays, and reads to the ſhip's company. 
Can there be any thing ſo childiſh and 
undiſciplined, as to be thoughtleſs on ſuch 
occaſions ® Careleſineſs, in this inſtance, 
is but another name for folly and' wick- 
edneſs, of which a brave man muſt be 
aſhamed ! 

Every place, where Ged is worſhipped, 
is his temple. And whether the chaplain, 
your commander, your maſter, or any other 
perſon by their appointment, prays, in 
| conjunction 
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conjunction with the Hip's company, pray 
from your heart, that as God is your 
father, he may be your friend, your guide, 
and protector. Collect your thoughts 

that your heart may keep pace with your 
tongue. Thoſe who only repeat ſo many 
words, without thinking of their mean- 
ing, offer up the ſacrifice of fools, who 
conſider not that they do evil. If any 
part of the holy ſcriptures, a ſermon, or 
pious diſcourſe, is read ; hear and attend 
to it. Mind what you are about; reflect 
on it: imprint it on your memory, that 
you may be the better man ; and as every 
day returns, comfort your ſoul with the 
cheering hopes of eternal life | 


COURAGE. 


O ſpeak of courage to a ſailor, ſery- 

ing in the Britiſh navy, is to talk 

of eating and drinking; this temper of 
mind being equally familiar to him. His 
(I4] courage 
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courage is ſhewn in faithfulneſs to bis 
king, affording much joy to his com- 
mander ; comfort and ſelf-approbation to 
his own heart, and, in general, an earneſt 
of true bravery and honour. 

To fight for a good maſter, anxious for 
the preſervation of the rights of his 
people, wiſhing and labouring for their 
happineſs, is but an act of pratitude, 
Joined to the warmeſt affection for our 
parents, wives, children, and friends, It 
is exalted virtue : it is a principle of honour 
and reputation: a body of men never 
known to flinch, is honourable. To hazard 
life at command, is a proof of true diſ- 
cipline: and when true valour leads, it is 
the purchaſe-money of glory. 


Preſence of mind, and courage in the 
hght, 
Are the firm Britiſh Seamar's true delight. 


It is neceſſary to be courageous, to pre- 
o | ſerve 


F ( mr ] 
ferve what is  vulgarly, underſtood by pre- 
fence of mind. I, do not mean) a rage of 
action devoid of prudence,. but. a ſteady 
principle watchfully performing. the duty 
commanded. Seamen in the rqal Britiſh 
navy, are of this character: 


Let them be rous'd, loud ſtorms ſhall: 
% make reply, 
And thunder echo to the bite 
* 66 nee 1 


He that wants hope, i is poor indeed; bat- 
we may pronounce, that he is not ſo poor 
as the coward; for fear makes his life as 
contemptible to others, as it is trouble- 
ſome to himſelf. 


THE TOILS OF NECESSARY WAR. 


IT is unqueſtionably your intereſt, at 
all times, to keep- yourſelves tight 
and clean: This is expedient: to health, 
| and 
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and the preſervation of a chearful mind, 
the reward which the great friend and fa- 
ther of the human race beſtows on the 
innocent, be their fortune what it may. 
Were all mankind to act like true Chri- 
fitans, there would be no ſuch thing as 
war : They would not ſtand in need of a 
rod from heaven: nor ſhould we have 
occaſion to ſay, in the thought of a cele- 
brated religious poet : 


O thou fell monſter War ! what are thy 
toils ? 
To lay waſte the nobleſt part of the 


creation, 


Wearing in vain the image of their Gd? 


But this rod is, and has been in all 
aggs, to appearance a neceſſary evil; and 
ſo long as one fellow-creature riſes againſt 
another, and forgets what man ſhould be 
to man; nations will forget what nation 
ſhould be to nation. 

| | When 
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. When plains, where flocks. were fed 
for the uſe of man's life, become, men's 
graves, ſporting away their breath amidſt 
the horrors of claſhing arms, it is a proof 
how much better it would be, were all 
men, in all reſpects, to act like Chriſtians. 
But this, I know, is more to be deſired 
than expected; therefore we muſt all act 
our part well, when we are called to the 
trial, In the common path of duty 


© ——— You hear old Ocean roar, 

& And heave huge ſurges to the trem- 
ce bling ſhore; 

The groaning banks return the bell'w- 
e ing ſound, 

And rocks re-murmur as the waves re- 


4 bound!“ 


This is the paſtime of your enterprizing an- | 
ployment ; and by the kindneſs of Provi- 
dence, you are preſerved from danger. 
In time of war, your bold province 
is, to make the cannon's fire conſume 
before 


yourſelves for bravery / 


which it is the fortune of a few to meet 


(-124 ] 
before it is ſeen ; or flaſhing like light- 
ning through the air, ſtrike deep the 
trembling-foe.' When your country calls, 
like true ſons of thunder, you ſpread de- 
folation round. — Mankind will have it ſo! 
And happy are yon, who always diſtinguiſh 


When you are engaged in expeditions 
againſt an enemy, meditating your de- 
—_ your ſteps are generally marked 
with blood; ſcorning all dull delay, you 
fly, as it were, on the wings of fiery 
expedition ; and attain your werrantable 
purpoſe, or fall with glory! 

This is the character of a Britiſh 
ſeaman. And would he be 4% brave, 
were he more religious? Experience proves, 
how the generous enthuſiaſm of glorious 
war, glows in their breaſt, who truſt in 
G, | 

What death can be ſo glorious; as That 


Kale I their country? This is the 
chance 
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chance the valiant ſeek, No brave man 
wiſhes to die lazily, when he is called to 
arms. The timid alſo die, but when death 
viſits them, their behaviour is inglorious, 
becauſe they fear. 

An honeſt, brave, generous, humane 
man, looks on death, come when it may, 
as a termination of the ſorrows he muff oc- 
caſionally feel, becauſe he is good, generous, 
and humane; and ſees a thouſand evils be 
cannot remove. But view him as a Chrif- 
tian, and his character riſes like the ſu, 
in all the glory of the morning, promiſing 
eternal day in everlaſting happineſs ! 


TRUST IN GOD. 


COONSIDERING the changes life 
is ſubject to, in time of war -or 
peace, at home in our beds, or in the 
glorious ſcenes of action, there is no mo- 
ment in which man can conſiſtently ceaſe 
to put his truſt in his Ced. He who ſtiles 
| himſelf 
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himſelf the Lord of hofts, and gives vic- 
tory where his wiſdom directs, to him let 


us look up and pray : 


O LORD God of hoſts, look down from 
thy glory, and forgive the offences of my 
paſt life: inſpire me with reſolution. to 
diſcharge my duty, under all circum- 
ſtances! Give me thy grace, that I may 
worſhip thee with my whole heart! In 
the evening, and in the morning, let me 
praiſe thee; and in the night-watch, when 
the pavilion of darkneſs is ſpread around, 
and the ſtormy billows riſe, calmly re- 
poſe my truſt in thy loving-kindneſs and 
mercy | Give me comfort in life, and in 
thy good time let me die the death of the 
righteous ; that whether I deſcend to the 
grave, in the ordinary way of men, or by 
the violence of war, I may with my laſt 
breath praiſe thy holy name, through nous 
Chri/t, my Saviour! 


While you pray for yourſelf, charity and 
humanity, 
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humanity, the glorious ſigns of a Chri/- 
tian, will prompt you to pray for others. 


ETERNAL God, the almighty pro- 
tector of kings, and the defender of thy 
faithful people; ſhower down thy bleſſings 
on my King and fellow-ſubjefs ; guard and 
protect my officers, and the company of 
this ſhip. Vanquiſh our foes, O Lord, 
and ſcatter them that delight in war. 
Confound the counſels of the diſturbers 
of mankind, and thoſe who meditate evil 
againſt my country | 

Strengthen our arms to execute thy 
vengeance, that our enemies may flee be- 
fore us; and all the world, ſeeing thy 
power, adore thy holy name! This I 


beg, through the merits of our only Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt ! 


When you ruminate on the events of 
battles, and the part you are to act, ſend 


up your prayers, and implore the God of 
Hoſts for ſucceſs, - 


O ALMIGHTY 
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O AL MIGHTY Lord, and Father uf 
'the children of men, whoſe providence 
-reigneth over all, 1 beſeech thee: grant to 
the commanders who go forth to bat- 
tle, in the ſervice of my king and coun- 
try, ſuch a meaſure of thy heavenly be- 
nediction, that their counſels may be di- 
refed with wiſdom and fortitude ! Make 


them ſecret and vigilant in all their de- 
ſigns ; manly and intrepid in execution. 


Give thine angels charge of us, who act 
under them, and protect us all, with thy 


power and mercy, againſt the rigour of the 


ſeaſons, and the complicated diſtreſſes of 
war. O Father of life, bring us home 
with honour to the nation, contentment 


to the King, and ſatisfaction to the fate; 


that the end of our . expeditions may be 


.a happy and laſting peace, and the re- 


nown of our. arms fix a period to theſe 
bloody deſtructions. Let all our hoſts 
ſcek. the light of thy countenance, and 


the protection of thy almighty arm; that 


with 


* 


ſay 
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withone common voice we may ſend up 
our prayers unto thee, and {ve as be- 
coe thy faithful warriors and ſervants 
to the end of our days ! This, O Lord, I 
beg, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, the 


mighty Prince of Peace, and Redeemer of 


the world! 


When it pleaſes the Almighty to give 
us ſucceſs, think of it as a Chriſtian 
ought to think, with profound gratitude 
and humility ; and when you miſcarry, the 
ſame juſt and merciful Ged, with infinite 
wiſdom, rules over all. 


O LORD God Almighty, thou art king 
from everlaſting! Send help unto thy 
ſervants, that through thee we may over- 
throw our enemies, and in thy name 
tread them under that riſe up to deſtroy 
us! Yet not unto us; not unto our arms, 
be aſcribed our ſucceſs: for thou didſt 
ſave us, and put them to confuſion that 
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hated us. Of thee, O God, let us make 
our $oaft; and praiſing thy glorious 
name, tell of all -the wonders which 
thou haſt wrought for us. Thou haſt 
given us the victory let us triumph and 
rejoice in thy righteAſne/5 and truth! 
Thou haſt delivered us with thy right- 
hand; and through thy mighty arm, O 
God, have we done great atts. May our 
enemies confeſs that hen art God alone! 
O teach me for ever to praiſe and adore 
thy name, for this, and all thy mercies 
to my country, through Feſus Chriſt, the 
bleſſed Friend and Saviour of mankind ! 


GRATITUDE TO GOD. 


—— 


f tp ERE is a conſtant ſucceſſion of 
| events in life, in peace and war, 
which calls for gratitude to the great 
Lord of all; do your part in contem- 
plating his mercies to all the children of 
men. 


O LORD 
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O LORD Gad of Hoſts,, thou mighty 


governor of the univerſe, look down from 
the glories of thy throne on this nation ! 


We adore thy goodneſs for all the com- 


. forts and tranquillity, as well as the honour 


and renown we gnjoy. Thine, O Lord, 
js the greatneſs, and the power, the glory, 
the victory, and the majeſty : for all that 
is in heaven and earth is thine; and 
thou reigneſt over all] Accept our humbleſt 
thanks, and deepeſt gratitude, for all thy 
mercies beſtowed upon us, for the merits 
of Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed Lord and Re- 
deemer ! | 


By; 
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DUTIES OF SEAMEN, PARTI. 
CULARLY IN THE MER- 
CHANTS SERVIC k. 


REFLECTIONS BEFORE A VOYAGE. 


i | HE ignorant and timorous ſome- 
1 | times think meanly of the ſea. It is 
| 1 true that the opportunities of enjoying 
14 | the ordinances of God, to thoſe who ſeek 
| them, may be more frequent on ſhore 
9 than at ſea; but the blandiſhments of the 

| world, which lead to the chambers of 


| 't deſtruction, are not ſo eafily found at 
ſea, which balances the account, If the { 
ſituation moſt free from temptation to 

1 ſin, is the moſt happy, then the mariner's l 

| 0 | at ſea, ſeems to be the moſt eligible. That 
we ſhould all of us, at all times, endeavour t 


to live with the mind at peace with God; 
walking 
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walking in his ways, is as obvious as 
that we ſhould endeavour to be healthy 
in body, or unembarraſſed in our tem- 
poral concerns. | 
The jolly ſeg-ſong, if I remember 
right, ſays, 


«© How pleaſant the ſeaman's life paſſes, 
Who fails o'er the wat'ry main.“ 


And ſo far as variety conſtitutes a great 
part of the pleaſure of every man's days, 
this is true; and it is alſo as true, that 
the ſea is an emblem of human life, with 
regard to the paſſions and the fortunes of 
men, it being frequently calm, and ſome- 
times ſtormy ; while the moderate gale 
ſeems to be as defirable as an equal un- 
rufled mind. The extremes afford oc- 
caſion for refleftion. You are ſeldom 
troubled with ye/low-eyed melancholy : ©* this 
„ goodly frame, the earth, according to 
the poet, ſeems not to you a ſterile 
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* promontory: this moſt excellent ca- 
„ nopy, the air: this brave o 'er-hanging 
<« firmament : this majeſtical roof, fretted 
« with golden fire,” have not the ap- 


pearance, in your eyes, of “ a foul con- 


e gregation of vapours.” So far your 
calling contributes to your happineſs ; and 
if you ſeek God, and conſider him as 
the author of all bleſſings, you will re- 
Joice in beholding the wide expanſe of 
the ocean, and all its grand appendages, 
as well as the beauty of the earth, 
Cheriſh religious ſentiments, and the 
wonders of creation will appear the more 
wonderful. You will look up to heaven, 
and be ſorry. for your fins pat, watch- 
ful of yourſelf not to offend in the time 
to come. You will conſider your Sa- 


viour as inviting you to be virtuous, with 
the tendereit love, and moſt affectionate 


concern for your happineſs, aſſuring you, 


© that your reward will be the wo es. Joys 


of immortality 5 
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The ſober ſeaman, when he is about to 
make a voyage, will conſider, that like 
other men he muſt attend to his worldly 
buſmeſs : But be ill deſerves the name of 
ſober, who neglects his ſoul. 

Seek no profit nor pleaſure by any ſuch 
means as will endanger your intereſts in 
the world to come, it being certain that 
the ſoul is immortal. | 
What a dreadful thing it is for any 


- man to live without God in the world To 
have reaſon, but not to uſe it | To have a 


conſcience, and to oppreſs it | To have the 
offer of eternal bliſs, and to negle& it! 
Is it not horrible? Doth not the thought 
make your heart ſhudder ? 

Conſider it as an honour, and a happi- 
neſs, beyond all- others, to profeſs the re- 
ligion of Chriſt, ſuppoſing that an honeſt 
and brave man will endeavour to act 
agreeably to his belief; and that he eſteems 
it a part of his calling to provide for a 
happy eternity 
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It needs no depth of underſtanding to 
diſcover, that he who ſeeks for an un- 
failing ſhield or buckler, wherever he 
goes, will not be able to purchaſe it 
with all the wealth of both the Indias; 
yet the price is within your compaſs; it 
is teady hope, founded in obedience ta the 
laws of God. 

Though life is chicfly made uprof com- 
mon incidents, it is the grand crime of 
the great majority of mankind, to attend 
but little to them, becauſe they are com- 
mon. Happy are thoſe, for the molt part, 
who meet with no extraordinary events 
for the chance is, that ſuch events will be 
unfortunate or evil, 

In all fortunes, ſend up your ſoul to the 
throne of heaven; and with humble ſup- 
plication implore the protection you ſtand 
in need of. 


AL MIGHTY Lord, the only diſpeſer 
cf the affairs of men, I beſeech thee to 
10 proſper 


PT 
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proſper my intended voyage, and carry 
me, and all that fail with me, in ſafety. 
Let not the example, nor the inticements 
of others, in ſtrange lands, tempt me to 
wound my integrity, or cauſe me to for- 
get thee! Moderate my affections to- 
wards the things of this world, that I 
may never do any wnju// or unlawful 
action. Grant me patience and content- 
ment under all loſſes and diſappointments ! 
Preſerve me, and all my relations, that 
we may with gladneſs of heart behold 
each other's faces; and fit us for a ſtate 
of uninterrupted enjoyment, through Feſus 
Chriſt our hope; in whoſe holy name 
and words I conſtantly conclude my im- 
perfect prayer. Our Father, &c. 
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MODERATION IN EXPECTATION 
FROM A VOYAGE. 


OU may probably propoſe to your- 
| ſelf ſome advantage by your voyage; 
but be not over confident, leſt it ſhould 
ob/trutt, or abate your love. of Gad, and 
your deſire to pleaſe him; or put you on 
uſing means to compaſs your deſign, which 
are not warrantable.. 

To tell you- that events are uncertain, 
and all things in this world ſo continu- 
ally ſubject to change, that we know not 
what a day will bring forth, is, in effect, 
ſaying no more, than that the wind 
ſometimes blows. hard; but the 3% of 
us often need admonition. Conſider the 
words of St. James, as an awful ap- 
peal to the heart and experience: “ Gq 
to now, ye that ſay, To-day or to- 
% morrow we will go into ſuch a city, 
and continue there a year, and buy, 

« ang. 


elf has commanded. Now, my friend, 
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« and ſell, and get gain: whereas ye 
„ know not what ſhall be on the morrow. 
« For what is your life? It is even a 
vapour, that appeareth for a little 
< time, and then vaniſheth away v.“ 

Such habitual thoughts are happy pre- 
ſervatives againſt the vanity of life, while 


they fill the heart with joy, in the hopes 
of happineſs, if not in this world, in 


that which is to come. 


DUTY AND NECESSITY OF RECEIVING 


THE SACRAMENT OF OUR LORD'S sup- 
PER, AS ESSENTIAL TO CHRISTIANITY. 


IT ſignifies nothing what a man's call- 
ing is, whether by land or ſea; nor 
whether he be rich or poor: Is he a 


«Chriſtian? If he is, he muſt have immortal 
, © happineſs in view; and ſurely he muſt re- 


member Chrift, in the way that Chrif# him- 


he 


James v. 13, 14. 
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he invites. you to his table ; will you not 
come? Will you excuſe yourſelf ? Com- 
mon ſenſe is the prerogative of mankind : 


it is reaſon, You are invited with the 


kindneſs of a friend, and the mercy of a 
God, Come unto me, all ye that travel 
« and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you reſt,” If God ſo loved the world, 
that he gave his only Son to die on the 
croſs, and makes it a duty, that we ſhall 
remember his death, in a particular man- 
ner pointed out to us by the Redeemer of 
the world; can any thing be more con- 
trary to reaſon, and faith in the promiſes 
of God, than to neglect this duty? 

This act of devotion is required of all 
who ſerve under the king's commiſſion, 
to prove they are Chriſtians of the na- 
tional church. But, as I have ſaid, it 
is required of all of us, upon the higheſt 
authority, even by the Saviour of the 
world: „Do this in remembrance of 
«© me.” And what excuſes can be made 
for 


t 


1 
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for not doing it, but ſuch as are ſhameful 
to candour and reaſon? The excuſe muſt 
ariſe from groſs folly and ignorance, or 
groſs wickedneſs, diſplayed in wilful diſobe- 
dience. T hoſe who will not come, act as 
if they did not really and truly believe in 
Chriſt, or never have read the goſpel. 
They ſay, they are anworthy ; and 
then think no more about the matter. 
This will not do: men's ſouls are not 
ſuch trifling objects It is moſt evidently 
the firſt concern of a Chriſtian to acknow- 
ledge, with all poſſible thankfulneſs, the 
ſacrifice Chrift made for him, and his ſo- 
vercignty over him, avowing faithful ſub- 
jeftion, and endeavouring to do always 
what is pleafing in bis fight, who loved 
mankind even to die for them. 
This is the common ſenſe of the duty ; 
but it is alſo a renewal, or taking on 
ourſelves our baptiſmal vow, at the table 
of our bleſſed Lord, performing an act of 
homage, and obedience to his commands, 
| | at 
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at his altar, as Chri/tians, in all ages, baus 
conſtantly done. F 

Do you perceive that any thing: is re- 
quired of you, as a believer in Chriſt, but 
what a good heart and common under- 
ſtanding may eaſily, perform? A brave and 
generous mind knows not how to reſiſt 
gratitude to a benefator | But ſuch a 
benefactor as Chriſt, clothed, in light as 
with a garment, reſplendent in the-majeſty 
of heaven, aſtoniſnes with his loving- 
kindneſs and his mercy, to ſo poor, ſo 
ſinful a Being as man 
Neglect of this high command is 
one of the melancholy proofs, how 
wretchedly many act in their Chriſtian 


calling. But, my friend, numbers tranſ- 


grefling cannot de admitted as an ex- 
cuſe : Every one muſt anſwer for him- 
ſelf, The ſame bleſſed Redeemer who 


ſaid to his followers, and all generations 


after them, By this ye ſhall know if 


„ye are my diſciples, if you love one 
3 „another, 
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rc another,” —or by this ye ſhall know 
that ye are Chriſtians z—alſo ſaid, Do 
< this in remembrance of me.“ Many 
paſſages, in the ſacred writings, prove that 
thoſe who remember him not, in this 
way, have no part in him. Will you not 
obey this command? Do you know that 
he gave it immediately before his death, 
with all the kindneſs of a-friend ? 

Were memory to loſe her ſeat in the 
ſoul of man, in every other inſtance, the 
forgetfulneſs or neglett of Chriſt, can be 
warranted only by idiotiſm or : inſanity. 
You, who are a man in the exerciſe of 
your reaſon, born of Chriſtian parents in 
a Chriſtian country, and taught Chri- 
tianity from your infancy ; will you omit ſo 


eſſential a duty ? Will you diſhonour your 


country, your parents, and yourſelf? . 
Who is it that commands ? The ever- 
laſting Son of the everlaſting Father ! 
He who taking the office of delivering 
man, did not abhor the virgin's womb! 
Bein 
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Being born, and living as a man, when he 
had overcome the ſharpneſs of death, even 
a death on the croſs, he opened the kingdom 
of heaven to all believers, who obey his 
commands ! He who now fits at the right- 
hand of the throne of heaven, in the 
full glory and majeſty of God, and will 
ſurely come to be our judge He who has 
thus redeemed us with his precious blood ! 
will you diſobey him in a duty of ſo much 


eaſe, when the promiſe made, is no leſs than 
that of being numbered with the ſaints in 
glory everlaſting ! You pray that his mercy 
may lighten on you, as your fru is in him; 
will you not then obey him, as a proof 
that you tr in him? Exert your com- 
mon ſenſe, and be not a fool, to the ruin of 
your ſoul ! * 


THE 
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THE DUTY OF MAKING A WILL FOR 
THE 'BENEFIT OF YOUR' WIFE AND 
CHILDREN. 4 a 


EXT to the care of your own 

| ſoul, ſhould be the preſeryation. of 
your wife and children. It is ſometimes 
a matter of conſcience, and generally of 


prudence, with thoſe who are poſſeſſed of 


any worldly goods, to make a. quill before 
they undertake a voyage. And you who 


are ſeamen, know that jt is a common 


practice to leave wills and powers, that 
in caſe of accidents your pay may be ſe- 
cured to your wives and children ; or if 
you have no wife nor child, to ſuch per- 
ſon as you intend ſhall enjoy it. If ſuch 
wills and powers happen to be made to 
perſons not neareſt in blood, they will 
not be paid, without enquiry who is the 

neareſt relation. 
Order your affairs ſo, that in cafe of 
[LI death, 
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death, Which "footer or late is the com- 
mon Tot of men, the property you may 
be maſter' of; may fall into ſuch hands, 
as by the obligations of nature, and other 
engagements, it ought to be bequeathed 
to. This, in the language of the holy 
ſeripture, is to ſet your houſe In order: and 
many perſons would make their ſick beds 
more eafy, if in their health they took 
due care of this weighty concern. And 
whoever: has made effectual proviſion for 


it, may undertake a voyage with the 


greater ſatisfaction, and be the more com- 
fortable in all the dangers and n 
which may befall him in it. 

As a Chriflian, you are bound, in the 
firſt place, to ſee that all your juft debts 
be paid, to the utmoſt of your power. 
The man, whoſe mind is at eaſe, can 
never die of the ſpleen, nor melancholy z 
and, conſequently, he ſhould make ſuch 
a diſpoſition: of his worldly affairs, that 
ſudden ſickneſs may fit light en him. It 
MP, 9 „ often 
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often happens, that rich people part with 
the world Jeſs. gracefully than the poor 
and indigent, the latter. giving. themſelves 
no trouble in à matter which intereſts 
them ſo Nets 8 . 
THE DUTY or 600d, OFFICES, TO 
YOUR FRIENDS, PARTICULARLY 
WHEN THEY DI... 
CQUIT. your 2 with 
ſtrictneſs in every truſt that is eom- 
r to you. If any of the ſhip's com- 
pany is ſeized by death, and commits his 
goods and concerns to your truſt, in be- 
half of his wife and children, or other 
relation, it is a baſe and curſed thing to 
embezale the leaſt part of this ſolemn be- 
queſt, being at once unfaithful. both to 
the living and the dead. God is a pecu- 
liar advocate for the | fatherleſs and the 
widow ; and it is our glory to imitate 
him: „If they ery unto ep . 
avenge theic w] g. 
1 IL. 21 6 The 
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The law of the Chriftians is not lels 
moral than that of the eus; and what 
does this ſay? Le ſhall not afflict any 
* widow, or fatherleſs child; for if thou 
4 afflict them in any wiſe, and they cry 
« at all unto me, I will ſurely hear their 
4 cry, and my wrath ſhall wax hot, and 
Iwill kill you with the ſword, and your 
wives ſhall be widows, and your chil- 
„ dren fatherleſs *.“ N 

Let not therefore one farthing of unjuſt 
gains come into your pocket, leſt it prove 
a canker to that which you have 7/tly 
gotten ; and a burden on your conſcience, 
If you repent of it, you mult reſtore it 
again to the owner or his heirs ; and if 
you do not repent, what are you to expect 
but puniſhment ? 

When any one dies on board, without 
a will, or account of. his property, and 
has not time, nor ſtrength, - to make any 


mention of it; every one who has any 
ſuch 


a 


„ Exofl, xxii. 23. 
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ſuch thing in his poſſeſſion, is 2 truftee in 
the ſight of God; and his conſcience will 
tell him, that he ought to. de as he deſireth 
to be dealt with in. the like caſe. 

It is a peculiar happineſs and pleaſure ts 
a brave man, and a Chriſtian, to have an 
opportunity of aſſiſting the abſent, who 
cannot aſſiſt themſelves, and eſpecially the 
widow and the orphan. A generous ſea- 
man never fails of doing good in fo in- 
tereſting a cauſe. 


THE OBLIGATION -OF JUSTICE TO ALL 
PRINCES AND-STATES; 


HEN you come to any port, let 
nothing induce you to ſmuggle, or 
defraud the government of its juſt cuffams. 
Render unto Cæſar the things that are 
Cæſar's *, is the Chriſtian precept. 
Though many think it a light matter to 
(L3]  _ defraud 


* Matt, xxii. 21. 
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de fraud che publit, yet the crime is greater 
to injure a Whole nation, than where it 
affects only a fingle por ſon. It is amazing! 
to eonſider, how men, profeſſing ſo noble 
and exalted a religion as that of * 
can be guilty of ſuch theft! | 

Avoid all antewful ways of depriving 
the king of his juſt tribute and cuſtoms 
impoſed by law. By theſe government is 
ſupported; and by doing our duty, our 
Saviour is obeyed ; he requires us to 
render tribute to whom tribute is due, 
“ cuftom to whom cuſtom.” Can any 
leffon be plainer ? Can any action be more 
inglorious than to diſobey the generous 
friend, the exalted benefactor and Re- 
deemer of the world? 

It is aſtoniſhing, I fay, that the ſame 
degree of ignominy is not affixed to acts 
of injuſtice to the public, as to any thefts 
committed on private perſons. Indeed 
the theft is private, with regard to the 
individual; and many rich perſons de- 
| ſerve 
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ſerve. to be hanged in conſequence of ſuch 
ill-gotten wealth, or advantage, Money, 
to ſupport the ſtate, muſt be had; and if 
it falls ſhort, the poor, as well as the xich, 
are taxed for the deficienexg. 
In the merchants ſervice, in certain 
tradgs, it is not uncommon for ſome. of 
the ſhip's company to carry on a. ſmall 
traffick : but ſmuggling can never be carried 
on honeſtly. It muſt be at the expence of 
character, as brave and honeſt men, who 
diſdain doing a mean action in violation of 
their conſciences as Chri/tians. Fraud 
of this kind is certainly a mean as well 
as wicked action, or there is no difference 

between virtue and vice. 


THE EXERCISE OF JUSTICE AND MERCY, 
IN ALL CONCERNS. | 


USTICE and Mercy, as derived 
from the great Author of our being, 

are interwoven, and the firſt conſideration 
IL 4] in 
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in the conduct of %. Take no advan- 
tage of the laws of the land, to oppreſs 
the innocent, nor to exerciſe any exceſs of 
figour againſt the 'guilty-; but balancing 


the duty of a Chriſtian, in the ſcales of ' 


juſtice, let the merciful fide preponde- 
fate. | 

If you can prevent woe, rejoice! Re- 
member, that no offering can be more 
grateful to heaven, than the patience, the 
ity, and the mercy we exerciſe towards 
our fellow-creatures. 
The foundation of all ſocial virtues, in 
this world, and the hopes of happineſs in 
the next, is to do as we think we ought 
to be done by. Never loſe ſight of this 
golden precept, recommended to us by 


our great Lord and Maſter, „As I 


© have loved you, ſo do you love one” 


5 another.” Tf you love. your neighbour 
as yourſelf, you certainly will be careful 


to do him ged. If you do him harm, 


you hate him; and God can never love 
| | thoſe 


» 
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thoſe who hate, or do harm to their fel- 
low- creatures, for we are all the work of 
his hands, ** He that loveth not his 
e h rather, or fellotu- creature, whom he 
* hath ſeen; how can he love God, whom 
c he hath not ſeen?” This is an ob- 
ſervation made by Chriſt himſelf, and an 
excellent admonition, Were this rule at- 
tended to by land and ſea, the world would 
ſoon wear a different face, by the peace 
and harmony it would create | 
Be juſt in all your dealings. Thoſe 
who mean to make their peace with God, 
muſt deal uprightly with men! God is 
the' lawgiver of thoſe fix commandments 
which relate to men, as well as the four 
which reſpet himſelf; and you muſt 
ſtrictly keep both theſe tables entire, or, 
as St. James tells us, You will be 
e guilty of all *.“ 
Be punctual : render to every one his 
due; and know aſſuredly, that you can- 
not 


® James ii. 10. 
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not defraud any perſon: whatſoever; be he 
a Chriftiqu, Jeu, Mabametun, or Pagan, 
without à horrible breach in your con“ 
ſcience./ Loving our neighbour as our- 
« ſelves, is by St. James called the 


royal lau of our great maſter *; inti- 


mating, that if we do otherwiſe, we caſt 
off the government, and Fang the ſoyes 
reignty of Ghrif. 0 

This is the ground of that can 
rable Chriſtian law, concerning mutual: 
commerce and benevolence, which I have 
juſt. mentioned, namely, That we deal 


by every other perſon, as we would 


that they ſhould deal by us t,“ if they 
were in our circumſtances, and we in 
theirs. This is a ready rule for us in 
all our dealings with others, and will be 
of conſtant uſe. By this, all deceit, over- 
reaching, unmercifulneſs, and unfaith= 
fulneſs, are utterly condemned. 
Lo as contract debts, and then erand: 
2: | port 
x} „ Janes ü, l. + Matt vii. 12. 
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port 1 themſelyes into foreign parts, to 
avoid paying them, when they have it in 
their power, or concealing their eſſects, 
ſubmit to live in priſon, will at laſt find 
an arrow fficbing in their atun breaft, ot be 

loſt to all hope of acceptance with God. 
The great apeſtle alſo gives us this len, 
«Let no man go beyond, and defraud 
his brother in any matter, becauſe the 
Lord is the avenger of alt ſuch.“ To 
be untrue or unfair in your dealings, will 
be as wrong in policy, as religien; for, you 
will diſcourage the commerce of ſtrangers, 
and drive them from you, as from a com- 
mon enemy. Do not think within your- 
ſelf, you ſhall never be called in queſtion 
for injuſtice committed in a ſtrange land, 
remote from the place of your abode; or 
from its being uncertain whether you 
ſhall ever trade in That part of the world 
again: or if you ſhould, whether it is in 
the leaſt probable, you ſhall have deal- 
ings with the * a _ ; be ſure 
= 2245] * the 
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the injured will proclaim your fraud, and 
make it the worſe for all that are of your 
country or religion. God, the father of 
mankind, wherever they are ſcattered over 
the earth, will maintain the cauſe of the 
injured, and avenge himſelf of the / 
fender. a 


CHARITY AND BROTHERLY LOVE AMONG 
MEN, PARTICULARLY IN A SHIP'S 
COMPANY. 


T is judiciouſly obſerved, that as 
friendſhip is charity incloſed, charity is 
friendſhip in comer. The great bond of 
mankind is the affection implanted in the 
human breaſt ; this carries us to brotherly 
love, which mounts into charity, and 
Chriſtian charity is the completion of all 
virtues, As faith leads to hope, hope in- 
ſpires charity, without which the beſt 
deeds are as ſounding braſs, or a tinkling 
oymbal, REAN 
5 As 
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As Chrift hath loved us, ſo are we te 
love one another, Charity is the ſupreme 
object, without which we are not qua- 
lined for heaven, nor have we any promiſe 
that we ſhall be admitted there. 

Be too wiſe a man to take offence at 
trifles. Preſerve your friend by your good- 
humour and kind ſervices; and be re- 
conciled to your enemy by fair words and 
upright intentions. Maintain true chriſtian 
love and peace among yourſelves. Love 
and reſpect your commanders and officers, 
according to their ſtation ; help and ſuc- 
cour one another, You are a compact 
body, and every one ought to be treated 
with tender regard. ; 

What a pleaſant thing is a voyage, 
when a ſhip's company is of a truly 
Chriftiar ſpirit and behaviour. The of- 
fers treat all under them with kindneſs 
and humanity: the ſhip's company obey 
with readineſs and thearfulneſs, and ven- 


ture even their lives for their ſakes. All 
N people 


1 138 J 


people admire and bleſs them, joying and 8 


bebolding their order; and the God of love 2 
and peace is with them. Where it is m 
otherwiſe, there can be no felid comfort, 8 
nor any bleſſing from God. | p 
The meeting on the ſabbath-day will it 
help this harmony. Your ſhaven faces and * 
waſhed hands, and bodies cloathed i in your 5 
deſt attire, are pleaſant to behold; they fe 
beſpeak clean hearts, and a deſire to purify = © 
them from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit. 70 
, THE DUTY OF PRAYER ON BOARD 7 
| SHIPS. ”m 
NE ED not inform you, that the N 
church has directed a ſhore, pious form de 
| of prayer, for uſe at ſea, It being ſo well 

known, that numbers of us live on the I 
water, this proviſion is made, If you 2 
part with | your native land, or any other du 
country, with the deſire of maintaining 17 
the conduct of a Chriſtian, cheriſh a ſenſe ; 


of yo dependence on : and te 
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1 
create a cies, in his mercy, you et 
maintain an unſhaken honefly. Theſe. a& 
reciprocally on each other, and prayer is 
eſſential to both. Vou may hear ſome talk 
of ſpiritual exerciſes; but if we are com- 
manded to worſhip God in word, as well 
as thought and action, we muſt | give ut- 
terance to our thoughts by prayer. Set 
ſeaſons and hours of the day, for this duty, 
are therefore. very inſtrumental to the 
performance of it. When this advantage 
cannot be enjoyed, on account of the 
weather, or for any other cauſe, if you 
cheriſh a religious turn of mind, you will 
have recourſe to pious ejaculation, which 
becomes the more neceſſary, 

Think of Ged as your preteftor. You 
will find this the moſt animating, and the 
moſt comfortable reflection you can enjoy 
dut think in earneſt, and not like a 1605 
Ir all bleſſings, and life itſelf, come from 


Bin, and prayer is the wean; of e 


1% him, you will de your own enemy, if 
you 
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you neglect it. If you do not pray to him, 
you will act as if you imagined you 
could do well enough without him, than 
which nothing can argue a greater de- 
gree of folly, ignorance, and impiety. 

As ſure as there is a God, every crea- 
ture ſubſiſts by his power ! What power 
is there in man to keep his own ſoul and 
body from ſeparation? None in the 
world : the breath of his noſtrils depends 
on his God / 

The ſituation of the ſca-faring man, con- 
tinually proclaims with a loud voice, that 
every guſt of wind, and every ſwelling wave, 
is under the direction of Providence, and 
ſhould remind him of his God. The ſea, 
my friend, was thought, of old-time, an 
excellent nurſery of devotion ; and it is the 
reproach of the preſent age, that there 
ſhould be any ſeaman who has not learnt 
this leſſon: “ You that go down to the 
« ſea in ſhips, that do buſineſs in great 
<< Waters ; yen ſee the works of the Lord, 

| 5 „and 
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< and his wonders in the deep, You ſea 
% how at his command the ſtormy winds 
<« ariſe, which lift up the waves thereof.“ 
Is it not natural to the heart of man, to 
melt into devotion in ſuch an hour ? 

The great deep might not be ſo familiar 
in the Phalmiſt's days, as it is now: but 
the ſeaman, beſt knowing what it is, 
may challenge the privilege of devotion,, 
beyond any other perſon. In the day, he 
ſees the ſtupendous mountains of water, 
riſing in majeſtic heaps, emblems of the. 
power of their almighty Ruler! In the 
night, he beholds the „ars, as lamps hung 
out to ſhew the marvellous works of God, 
the heavens declaring his glory! Can 
landmen have a more exalted theme for 
piety ? 

Thus you are a continual ſpectator of. 
the greatneſs of God, and as often expe- 
rience his goodneſs. The view being al- 
ways preſent, may divert the thoughts of 
many from conſidering it with. devotzor ;, 
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but the objects viewed, are not the lef; 
worthy of it. 

Notwithſtanding the vulgar opinion, 
that ſeamen have not much religion, I be- 
lieve the number of the devout, when 
fairly enquired into, is beyond vulgar 
conception. I am ſure it ought to be 
great; and that it might more eaſily be- 
come general with them, than with any 
other.claſs of the people. 

Religion being of the moſt ſovereign effi- 


cacy to render every calling pleaſant, why 


ſhould a ſeaman forfeit this joy? If it 


takes off the terrors of every danger; if 


it is a ſovereign balſam to the ſoul, in 
all fortunes ; ſeamen, above other men, 
ſhould be poſſeſſed of an ample ſupply. In- 
deed what cannot -Chri/tianity do ?—It 


can ſmile at death. I have ſaid, if you 


fear nothing, I mean nothing but God, you 


will be contented, and look forward, wait- 
ing for the completion of your happineſs 


in a ſtate after this! 
| E 3 
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St. Paul was undaunted in a ftorm, and 
devoutly craved a blefling on the bread the 
ſhip's company were about to eat, to ſup- 
port their lives, almoſt exhauſted by fa- 
tigue and terror. His bleſſing refreſhed 
their ſpirits, They felt in their hearts 
the power of his piety, and truſt in God; 
and they were all ſaved, though the ſhip 
was beaten to pieces. 

How calmly does That man poſſeſs his 
ſoul, who lifts up his heart to God / 


When he truſts in his mercy, he ſeems 


to be more than man ! He is indeed a child 
of the Moſt High, who has promiſed him 
his almighty aid and proteCtion ! 

Habit familiarizes every thing ; but in 
viewing the ſky from the ſea, the mind 
ſhould be filled with the thought of the 
works of God. You there ſee nothing 
of the labours of man, but the ſhip; 
and although, to a well- taught mind, 
every object on ſhore excites adoration, 


the expanſe of the ſea is more atful. 
[MM 2] In 
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In this ſituation, nothing can be more 


natural to the ſoul, than to think of God, 


in the language of prayer: 


O AL MIGHTY Lord, and ſovereign 
of univerſal Being, who holdeſt the winds 
in thy hands; and at whoſe word the 
ſtorm diſperſes our enemies, and fruſtrates 
their perfidious deſigns; my dependance 
is on thy watchful providence, and the 
merciful care of thy creatures! From thee 
cometh my temporal ſafety,, and the joyful 
hope of eternal ſalvation /—] have often 


indulged my finful luſts, and wrathful 


paſſions, contrary to my vows, and cove- 
nants made with thee; and contrary to 
thy laws revealed to the Chriſtian world 
O pardon my fins, and blot out my un- 


numbered tranſgreſſions ! Give me a con- 


trite heart. Caſt me not off in thine 


anger, nor diſtreſs me with thy heavy 
diſpleaſure. Give me grace to acquit 
myſelf acceptably in thy fight, that at. 

length 


al 


ow Js 
length I may receive the crown of life ! 
Hear me, O my father, and my God / 
Hear me, for the ſake of Jeſus Chri/t, who 
died to redeem us mſerable ſinners ! 


The ſea invites us to addreſs the great 
Author of Nature, as the ſovereign Lord 
of all, to whom we are accountable : And 
your heart may juſtly entertain ſuch 
thoughts as theſe. | 


I NOW behold thy mighty wonders, 
O Lord of heaven and earth, the ſea, and 
all that is therein! Give me underſtanding, 
and a will to adore thy wiſdom and thy 
power / Grant that my lips may never 
more profanely utter thy great and glo- 
rious name, nor curſe men, who are made 
after thine image and likeneſs. All thy 
works praiſe thee, O Lord! The waves 
hear thy voice, and they obey ! Shall man 
negle& to worſhip thee? Shall I, who 
have ſo often experienced thy wonderful 


(M g] goodneſs, 
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goodneſs, ceaſe to adore thy glorious name, 
O great Fehovah, Father and Lord of all / 
'Thou art righteous in al! thy ways, and 
glorious in all thy works! Fulfil the de- 
fire of them that fray thee! Hear their 
cry, and help them! O grant that thy 
goſpel may ſhine with ſuch luſtre, in the 
lives of them that profeſs it, that all na- 
tions may admire and embrace it. And 
give me grace faithfully to diſcharge my 
duty, that at the laſt I may render up my 
account with joy! This I beg, O my 
father, for the fake of him who redeemed 
the world! 


CONFIDENCE DERIVED FROM RELIGIOUS 
THOUGHTS AT SEA. 


T is at all times the higheſt glory of 
man to think of his God! And not 
even to break bread, for the nouriſh- 
ment of his body, without expreſſing his 
gratitude, 
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gratitude, whether in words, or the ſilent 
impulſe of his heart. 
What can do you ſo much honour as 


thinking of your Maker, in an awful - 


manner? And can any thing afford you 
ſo much real joy, as to honour him with 
your lips while you obey him with your 
heart? But how can you think of him, 
if you do not exerciſe your heart in de- 
votion ? Thoſe who are ſaid to live with- 
out God in the world, may be preſumed 
not to think of him: but he who lives 
with him, when looking up to heaven, 
or down on the mighty deep, his mind 
will receive the nouriſhment of piety, and 
he will often meditate. 


O ALMIGHTY Lord of nature, whoſe 
ways are paſt finding out, let the vaſt 
deep, now before my eyes, teach me to 
conſider how near my unchangeable fate 
may be! Thy Providence is a ſure de- 
fence ! Vouchſafe thy gracious protection 

(M 43 to 


268 J 


to me, and all that ſail with me, and 
conduct us by thy merciful arm to the 
place of our habitation; that we may 
again behold the faces of our friends in 
comfort and joy! Give us ſtrength and 
zeſolution to perform our duty; and ſuch 
a meaſure of thy grace, as will render us 
joyful in the contemplation of that 
inheritance in everlaſting bliſs, which 
through the merits of Jeſus Chrift our 
Lord, thou haſt promiſed to thy faithful 
ſervants. And in his moſt holy name 
and words I daily offer up my prayer. 
Our Father, &c. 


1 


The tremendous operations of nature, 


whether by land or ſea, drag the /toney 
from men's hearts. Though we are, I 
believe, more ſkilful than other nations, 
what to do with a ſhip in a /torm, as 
well as in moderate gales, there are occa- 


ſions when the heart takes the alarm, and 


appeals to heaven for ſuccour ! 5 
FATHER 
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FATHER of mercies, and God of all 
power, who commandeſt the winds and 
the ſeas, —hear my prayer! Manifeſt the 
majeſty of thy goodneſs, for thou alone 
canſt calm theſe raging waves! Deliver 
us, O God, from the dangers that ſur- 
round us, that we may live to ſpeak of 
thy power, and rehearſe the ſtory -of thy 
wondrous mercies ! 


Such ſentiments furniſh preſence of 
mind ; they give a man the beſt of all 
commands, the command of himſelf ; and 
in confidence of the Almighty protection, 
he will do his duty in the hour of battle, 
or the ſtorm, with ſo much the greater 
propriety and firmneſs: upon the ſame 
principle, when the danger is paſt, he 
will expreſs his gratitude for his ſafety. 

Who among the children of men can 
ſay, they know of half the perils they 
daily paſs through? Every one expe- 
riences the mercies of Gd, by land and 


fea, 
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fea, every hour of life. The earth is full 
of his mercy! Our perils by /and, con- 
ſidering every accident and temptation, 
appear to me more formidable than at ſea, 
I ſay temptation, for from theſe ariſe our 
greateſt danger | In every circumſtance, 
by ſea and land, the ſoul, from her grand 
fortreſs gratitude, ſhould proclaim her 
loyalty, and homage to her deliverer, and 
whether in /ife or death, our glory is 10 
truſt in God ; 


LORD Almighty, thou great preſerver 
of men, I humbly preſent my gratitude 
and praiſe for all thy loving-kindneſſes and 
mercy !. Thy hand, O Gd, wrought my 
deliverance! Enable me to conſider the 
end of thy patience, and make thy pre- 
ſent protection an ihviolable band of my 
future obedience. And grant, O Lord, it 
may prove an earne/t of thine everlaſting 
mercy, through Jeſus Chrift, my bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour! 


PRUDENT: 
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FRUDENT AND RELIGIOUS BEB 
HAVIOUR ABROAD, 


HE different cuſtoms and manners 

of nations, furniſh obſervation how 
good men, and bad ones, purſue their re- 
ſpective objects, in every climate, and 
under every mode of faith; 

Take good heed, my friend, of your be- 
haviour before foreigners, that ſuch as are 
ſtrangers to the true Chriſtian religion, as 
we profeſs it, may admire the good effects 
of it. What a dreadful thing it was, that 
Amurath, a Turkiſh Mabometan, appealed 
to Chri/?, againſt the perfidiouſneſs of 
Uladiflaus; a Chriſtian! And how can we 
bear, that the ſober Bannians, who are 
Heathens, ſhould reproach Chriſtians with 
their want of the fear of God? Many hea- 
thens abroad, tomplain of the intolerable 
immoralities of ſuch as prof?/5 the pureſt, 
the beſt, and only divine religion in 'the 
world. 
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world. How can we treſpaſs, and not die 
with ſhame? As certain as the ſun out- 
Thines the „ars, the Chriſtian religion has 
better rules, greater helps, vaſter pro- 
miſes, and brighter examples, than any 
other profeſſion, and is therefore better 
fitted to reform our manners: On this 
account, the greater evils may fall on them 
who do not ** ſo make their light to ſhine 


<< before men, as to glorify our father 


<< who is in heaven.“ 


GOOD BEHAVIOUR OF A CHRIS» 
TIAN AFTER A VOYAGE. 


N proportion to the length of a voy- 
age, we may ſuppoſe the joy, at the 
fight of our native land, and the comforts 
which attend it. By habit, the ſea is ſo 
familiarized to mariners, you are not 
tranſported as a landman may be. But 


eagerneſs for freſh 3 the ſight of 
friends, 
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friends, added) to the remembrance of a 
paſſage, through ſo many thouſand miles. 
of water, amidſt the conflicts of the ele- 
ments, cannot but afford delight. The 
interval of time, ſince the laſt parting of 
parents and: ſons, huſbands and wives, bro- 
thers and /}ters, all contribute to the joy of 
a benevolent heart. And as ſoon as your 
duty to your maſter or commander will 
permit, you are bound, as a Chriſtian, to 
be particularly attentive to preſent your- 
ſelf before your father and mother, if they 
do not live at too great a diſtance, Re- 
member the commandment. Think of what 
they have done for you, and how pleaſing 
the expreſſion of your duty to them, mult 
be, to the great Father of mankind. Yow 
ought to receive joy, in proportion to the 
joy you give; and to your utmoſt con- 
tribute to the relicf of their wants, that 
the 'cheek, furrowed by time, may be 
waſhed with tears of joy. It is alſo pro- 
bable, you will find no ſriends ſo fit to 
adviſe 
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adviſe you, as they who are ſo deeply in- 
tereſted in your happineſs. 

8o far is natural, with reſpect to the 
affections, — but conſider yourſelf as a Chriſ- 
tian, and render unfeigned thanks to God, 
who has been your guardian in all your 


. difficulties ; your deliverer in time of dan- 


ger; your preſerver day and night; and 
your continual benefactor. 

Maimonides, a learned Few, tells us, 
that the Zews took ſuch notice of the va- 
rious perſons whoſe afflictions and deli- 
verances are repreſented in the eviith 
Pſalm, that it became an order in their 


church, that theſe four kind of perſons 


ſhould give public thanks to God in the 
congregation : 

The et, when healed. 

The priſaner, when releaſed. 

The traveller, when he comes to his 
journey's end. 

The ſeaman, when he comes ſafe to 


land. 5 
5 This 


1 


This was to be done ſolemnly before a 
public aſſembly, where at leaſt ten of the 
elders were preſent. So much they inferred 
from ver. 32; where it is ſaid, Let 
them exalt him alſo in the congrega- 
„ tion of the people, and praiſe him in 
the afſembly of the elders.” Such was 
their pious order, worthy of perpetual 
obſervance. 

If it is natural to every perſon, in his 
right mind, to pray to God, when he is 
in danger; is it not as reaſonable and 
decent, that he ſhould praiſe him when he 
obtains deliverance? And who can have 
greater reaſon than ſeamen, to preſent their 
hearty thanks, and praiſe to Ged, for his 
mercies ? Gent 

A proſperous voyage is a proof of the 
goodneſs of God! The preſervation of 
health, whether in the ſame, or in a cli- 
mate differing from that of their native 
land, ought to be conſidered as a mercy : 
All the ordinary events of a voyage are 
mercies ! It is folly to think them the 
leſs 
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leſs replete: with mercy, becauſe, they are 
common. Whatever the fooliſh may think, 
the more common they are, the greater the 
goodneſs of GC Seamen ſhould therefore 
be diſtinguiſhed among men for. piety., , 

From whom have we many ſurpriſing 
accounts of ſhips being preſerved, and. 
their companies ſaved, by mcans no leſs 
amazing, but from ſeamen? Let every 
proof of the gracious providence of God, 
conſtrain you to be thankful to him, who 
uſually encourages our gratitude for one 
mercy, by a multitude of others. Such a 
temper of mind will en//ven yaur diſcourſe 
abroad and at hame ; give warmth to your 
affettions ; thankfulneſs to the gracious 
preſerver of mankind ; and, as a natural 
conſequence, this diſpoſition will render 
you ſober and temperate, and therefore ac- 
tive; whilſt it gains you rcipect from all 
true Chriftians. 

Let the profligate or negligent ſay what 


they plcaſe, the man who 1s full of hope, 
| of 


E 
of what is promiſed to the righteaus * 
after death, wears his heart in its right 
place —be may truly rejoice! 

Were there no other happineſs to be 
attained in this world; than the pleaſure 
of thinking of the joys of heaven, which 
are promiſed, it would be the moſt worthy 
of a wiſe man's purſuit; and the more, 
as he knows that the preſent life is of 
ſhort duration, and conſequently his hap- 
pineſs may be very near. Inſtead of being 
ſtartled at a dangerous diſeaſe, he will 
rather think of it as friendly to his hopes. 
It is our intereſt, pleaſure, and duty, to 
make the moſt conſtant offerings of gra- 
titude for every event of life. There- 
fore, when you finiſh your voyage, or 
any buſineſs, on which your well-being 
depends, think of the great Governor of 
the world in ſuch terms as-theſe : 


O MERCIFUL Father of mankind, 
hy whoſe providence I am brought in. 
[N] 1 Cat; 
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ſafety to my. deſired hayen ; I humbly 
aſcribe my preſervation and ſucceſs to thy 
care and parental tenderneſs. It is not in 
the power of man to preſerve himſelf, or to 
proſper his beſt endeavours ; - but it 1s 
thy goodneſs, O Lord, by which we live, 
and hope for future bleſſings. Vouchſafe 
me thy grace, that as I live by thee, I may 
live to thee, and never more -diſhonour thy 
name, or abuſe thy mercy / Let my praiſe 
continually aſcend, that my preſent life 
on earth, may be an introduction to that 
ſtate of perfect bliſs and glory above, where 
angels and ſaints praiſe thy glorious name 
ſor ever and ever! Accept, O Lord, this 
tribute of my gratitude, for the ſake of 


Jiaſis Chrift, my Redeemer “ 


Thus, offering up your heart for the 
good you enjoy, you will learn to ſuffer 
evil, when it comes upon you, with 
Chriſtian patience. Mabometans, when 


they are plunged into diſtreſs, ſay, It 
N 
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« js the will of Ged/” How much more 
ſhould a Chriſtian, in the ſame circum- 
ftances, expreſs his reſignation to heaven 


CHARITY AND PEACE | THE . TRUEST 
OFFERING AFTER A VOYAGE. 


HATEVER we give, on a prin- 
ciple of obedience to the laws of 
God, we may preſume is acceptable to 
him, at all times ; but ſome ſeaſons render 
it more peculiarly graceful, The cha- 
racteriſtical mark of Chri/tianity, is a be- 
nevolent mind, | 
Under apprehenſions of danger at fez, 
it is not uncommon, among fome papifts, 
to make vows; and in compliance with 
them, to preſent wax-candlezs, or ſome- 
thing of this kind, at their altars of the 
Virgin Mary, or other favourite Saint. 
This mode of offering, is the effect of 
childiſſh ignorance, or fooliſh ſuperſtition. 
But to remember the ph as the family of 
E F > Sm God, 
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God, is at all times a pleaſing offering ts 


him; and it mult be particularly ſo, when 
with a grateful, and conſequently a willing / 
mind, on your return in ſafety from your : 
voyage, you conſider the poor and needy. x 
No people on earth are more liberal than n 
camen : Indeed you ſometimes forget 5 
your duty to yourſelves. | 
If you have been proſperous, remember p 
the poor, eſpecially if any related to you ir 
are in want. If a Few had received a in 
ſignal mercy, his thankful acknowledg- ſp 
ment of it would have coſt him con- * 
ſiderably, in the oblation which the law of 
of Moſes required. Thoſe coſtly. ſervices "a 
are aboliſhed ; but Chri/t has inſtituted 
other ſacrifices in their room: the apoſtle 4 
tells us,“ Lo do good, and to commu- ha 
ll e nicate, forget not; for with ſuch. ſa- Y 
l © crifices God is well pleaſed “.“ This fla 
It is a ſort of ſpiritual incenſe, which aſcends ine 
1d with * 
| col 
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with a ſweet ſavor before Gad. In 
ſuch diſtributions, conſider the houſhald of 
faith, that is, pious and ſober people; 
before others; and ſuch as are known to 
you, and of your neighbourhood, before 
uncertain vagrants. Lo ſome, a bible, 
or a good book, will be a great charity. 

I ſpeak only of thoſe who may be 
poorer than yourſelf ; for it is not to be 
imagined, the huſband or the father, ſerv- 
ing before the maſt, can have much to 
ſpare from his - wife or children. His 
attention” to them, is the moſt grateful 
offering he can make to the father of 
mankind |! | 

Next to giving, is uling no violence, 
or craſt, to take from another. And I 
have often obſerved with great pleaſure, 
that the good-nature and generoſity of 
ſeamen hardly ever permits them to enter 
into frivolous, or paſſionate litigations, ſo 
as to appear before a magi/trate, on ac- 


count of contentions for ſmall ſums, or 
[N 3] trifling 


31 


trifling quarrels. If you ſhould have any d 
difference, ſeek peace by the deciſſon of ſa 
ſome juſt, diſpaſſionate, and intelligent | 
friend; for this alſo is charity. Peace is in 
the only ju/? end of all contentions ; and he 
blefſed is the peace-maker, for he makes co 
others bleſſed. m 
co 
vie 
MODERATION IN MIRT EH. hs 
T hath been moſt judicioufly obſerved, to 
that “ wiſe men mix innocent mirth ou 
© with their cares, as an help either to the 
& forget them, or overcome them: but ts ſor 
„„ be intemperate for the eaſe of one's nal 
« mind, is to cure melancholy with mad- ſca 
© neſs.” —Be merry and wiſe, not mad. Ho 
In rejoicing with your friends, be tempe- not 
rate. Feſtivity is more apt to put us off qu: 
our guard than forrow. Donble your watch a m 
in any unuſual joyfulneſs, left it prove a a I; 
ſmare to you. dan 


Take good heed, that you do not 
drink 
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drink too freely with your friends, on your 
ſafe arrival, — nor at any other time, 

It is a very barbarous ſort of behaviour 
in pretended friends, to rob you of your 
health, your reaſon, and the peace of your 
conſcience: To receive you as a man, 
„ and ſend you away as a beaſt, in a 
condition you are utterly unable to pro- 
vide for your own ſafety. Some have 
been thus expoſed to fatal miſchiefs ; others 
to untimely death. Theſe are things which 
ought to ſtrike ſuch perſons, as have been 
the unhappy occaſion of them, with deep 
ſorrow and ſelf- reproach. It bears the 
name of kindneſs, but it is cruelty ; it is a 
ſcandal to all common ſenſe and decency |! 
Honour yourſelf, and be your own maſter, 
not a ſlave to the humour of your ac- 
quaintance, Under a notion of receiving. 
a mark of kindneſs, I am ſure, that many 
a life has been loſt, and many more en- 
dangered. 


IN 4] 
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THE DUTIES OF A RELIGIOUS AND LAs 
BORIOUS LIFE AT HOME. 


DEIN happily returned home, what- 

ever your fortune may have been, 
good or ill, forget not that you are a 
Chriſtian! You will fee ſome of your 
companions, friends, or relations, acting as 
if they hardly knew what the word Chri/- 
tian meant: lament their ignorance and 
careleſſneſs: do not follow their example, 
but perſuade them to follow yours. —'T hink 
of the day that is approaching, when you 
will be on a level with the fr/? of man- 
kind, who are gone before you; and of 


others who will follow you, as ſure as 
death] 


„ Be your lot good, or be it ill, 
Life ebbs out at the ſame rate ſtill; 
Whether, with buſy cares oppreſt, 
* the ſullen time away, 
Or whether to ſweet eaſe and reſt, 
** You ſometimes give a day.“ 


Under 
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Under all circumſtances, labour 7s plea- 
fare. Though one kind of it may be 
more agreeable, or leſs irkſome, than 
another; and though you ſhould appre- 
hend it will be moſt for your happinefs 
to be at ret, yet ſtill wart on. Be em- 
ployed in ſome good thing or other. Al 
vature is at work. The earth is travelling 
round the fur, and the moon” round the 
earth, continually: and the command of 
him, who made the whole, is to do good. 
But how can he do good, who does nothing, 
or only evil? Seek employment, and let 
your lips praiſe your God / Acknowledge 
him. in all your ways, and let your ſoul 
delight in his laws! | 

Be conſtant in your prayers ; and let 
not the radiance of the ſetting ſun deſcend 
in flames of gold, without inflaming your 
heart with. a deſire of praiſing him who 
made the ſun, and enlightens all things 
with his glory! 

Learn to ſuffer any migſortune; rather 
than 
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man ack contrary to the will of him whe 
gave you your Being, and all the com- 
forts, and joyful hopes, which attend it. 

You will find many, who in word or 
deed, expreſs their doubts, whether virtue 
and religion have really ſuch charms and 
advantages as I repreſent to you; and if 
they never acquire reſolution enough to 
make the experiment, they will certainly 
drop into their graves, doubting ; and, con- 
ſequently, die as they lived, miſerably; 
and what are we to expect will be their lot 
but miſery / 

Obey, and you will moſt aſſuredly find, 
that we are all ha;py in proportion as we 
act up to, the dictates of our reaſon and 
faith, Can it be a burthen to any crea- 
ture, to live according to his own nature? 


Can you imagine you ſhould find greater 
joy in the life of a beaf?, if you could 
degenerate into one; than in the life, and 
bleſſed hope of a mar, and a chriſtian? 
This is ſo abſurd and wretched a thought, 

al! 


a BP 


all mankind riſe up and condemn it with 
indignation. | 
If you aſk, . How ſhall I find peace 
“ and comfort within my breaſt, and 
* a general reſpe&t and eſteem with 
the better part of the world?” The 
anſwer muſt be: © Be virtuous.” To 
live by the rules of religion, is to enjoy 
the moſt pleaſant and delightful kind of 
life. It is walking with God: it is a 
noble exerciſe of love towards the greateſs 
and be of Beings, and to our fellow-crea- 
tures alſo. It is a datly progreſs towards 
the perfection of our nature, and the #:79- 
dom of God, where will be happineſs and 
triumph for ever! The thought of this 
revives good men, under all hardſhips. 
They live and die in hope of a joyful re- 
ſurrection: they die, I ſay, but feel in their 
_ breaſt, as if they ſhould live for ever! 
The Chri/tian religion is undoubtedly 
4 religion of ſelf-denial ; but in denying 
ourſelves ſuch things as are” forbidden, or 
not 
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Dot fit for us, we prevent a world of pain 


and uneaſineſs: we prevent the effects of 
vice, which are deadly: we fill the mind 
with hope, the moſt pleaſant of all the 
paſſions, even the hope of ſuch good 
things, as are beyond the powers of the 
heart or underſtanding to conceive ! The 
wiſe man ſays, ©* He that re//ſteth plea- 
* ſure,” (underſtood to ſignify forbidden 
pleaſure) crowneth his life.” He gains 
the honour due to ſuch reſiſtance, and the 
aſſurance of an inheritance in thoſe re- 
gions where immortal pleaſures reign |! 


COMMON SENSE AND RELIGION 
IN CLOSE ALLIANCE. 


HAT there is a God, all nature 

proclaims! That he delights in 
virtue, reaſon and conſcience prove ! That 
man is immortal, the death and reſurrec- 
tion of Chr:z/?, and his goſpel, give abun- 
fant teſtimony ! 


In 
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In your commerce with the world, 

as I have ſaid, you will find, ſome of 
all- ranks, who in the fooliſhneſs and 
wickedneſs of their hearts, talk as if: they 
had found a ſub/iitute for religion; but it 
is vanity and folly in the extreme. 'The 
good and wiſe Author of nature, never re- 
ſigned his power over man; nor left him 
to be governed by any law but that of. 
eternal righteouſneſs ! 
Io imagine that a ſeaman can neither 
ſpeak, nor underſtand his own language, 
unleſs it be interlarded with oaths and im- 
precations, is as highly injurious to the 
character of an officer, or foremaſi-man, as 
it is offenſive to common ſenſe. Judge you, 
how much more uſeful to the buſineſs of 
a ſhip, are plain words, than oaths of a 
horrible meaning, or no ſenſe at all.— 
Oaths, conſidered as ſo many ſounding 
words, rather confound and obſtruct, than 
promote regular expreſs command, 


If the command is given with an. oath, 
it 
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it is ſometimes handed on, in the fame 
words; and the familiarity of ſuch lan- 
guage, may make it appear ſo much the 14% 


guilty; but, in reality, the more familiar, by 


frequent uſe, the more iniquitous, and the 
more offenſive to God. 


And what ſhall we ſay of thoſe ſeamen, 


who render themſelves unfit for duty by 
drunkenneſs, or intoxicate themſelves after 
a great danger? They loſe the pleaſure 
of thinking of their ſafety; and grati- 
tude to their Almighty preſerver, has no 
ſhare in their hearts. Theſe deeds of 
careleſſneſs, and ignorance of what belongs 
to their own honour and reputation, are 
moſt unworthy of them, as reaſonable crea- 
tures, whilſt the ſpirit of a true believer in 
Chriſt trembles at the thought of ſuch rank 
folly and iniquity. 

Wickedneſs, whatever form it takes, is 


no part of ſea duty; nor the apparel of a 


ſeaman, more than of a land- man. It is 
not the manly comelineſs, nor the brilliant 
3 bravery 
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bravery of a Britiſh mariner. It is like 
a ſhocking wen, which disfigures him, 
and diminiſhes his ability for the glorious 
deeds of his calling. We may as well 
imagine a man will be valiant, in propor- 
tion to the enormous fize of his Hat, as 
from the ſounding of his profane oaths. 


RELIGION THE TRUE SOURCE OF MAN- 
LINESS AND COMFORT. 


CHEARFUL, equal, humble, 


and obedient mind, muſt grow out 


of religion. No man can be humble and 
contented, or conſiſtent with himſelf, 
without religion. The want of it, is the 
cauſe of the miſery, which abounds in 
high life and in low. The foremaſt- 
man, who once preſumed to aſk” his of- 
ficer, if he was in earne/?, becauſe he 
did not ſwear to him, ſtood in the rank 
of a Chriſtian monitor, provided he acted on 
Principle, and ſpoke in an humble and de- 

cent 
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cent manner. But if he had ſaid, « F 
& cannot do my duty, becauſe you do 
* not ſwear to me; you would conſider 
him as a fool or a madman. Whether, 
under certain ſituations, the ſeaman knows 
what he is to do, or not, without being 
told, oaths are no part of the command; nor 
would the puniſhment for diſobedience be 
the lefs ſevere, ſhould a man plead, © You 
© did not ſwear to me.“ 

A Chriſtian, being a warrior, is brave 
on principle, and certainly not the leſs 
ſo if he is conſtitutionally of a lively 
temper, or does the duty which requires 
great activity. The habit of being du- 
tiful to his God, will fire him with the 


more ready obedience to the lawful com- 


mand of his ſuperiors ; for this is a part 
of religion. When there is occaſion, he 
will be the braver in the glorious cauſe of 
liberty and religion, for which ſo many 
of his forefathers haye bled in battle. 


He will © make his life happy in the poſ- 
| « ſeſſion 
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4c ſeſſion of them ; or his death glorious 
se in their juſt defence.” He will conſider 
humility, and the love of peace, and con- 
tempt of a turbulent humour, as uſeful to 
his own cauſe; and a reluctance to ſerve 
in his calling,” when he is wanted, as 
injurious to his own ſoul. 
Suppofing we were not at this time in 
a ſtate of war, you are ſubject to be 
called upon, when there is any alarm. 
Vour good conduct, my friend, is a very 
intereſting concern to your king, your 
parents, your children, friends, and coun- 
try] You are a Chriſtian : court not the 
applauſe of men; let it rather court you. 
Do your duty, and be anxious for the 
favour of him on whom your Happy eternity 
depends ! \ 
Comfort, and the eſteem of the world, 
muſt come from religion. I am writing to 
you, as to a Chriftian, who having fought 
a good fight againſt his ſpiritual enemy, as 
well as the arm of fleſh, hopes to finiſh 
[OJ his 


SIT ©: 
GELS . 
in 1 1 
tis witfire o& 1 ife 0 "th, glory, and" ob- 
F tain the everlaſting 1 Feward promifed'i in the 
| göſpel. In“ theſe circumſtances; 'y you and 
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| 1, in common, may tay: 


0 LORD: Gad of ning; ako: loving- 
kindneſs hath no bounds! Thou who 
ſaveſt us ſtom the hands of the prince of 
-darknefs:! Let the bright rays of thy mercy 
cheer and enliven our ſpirits; and when 
wwe ſhall have performed the taſt thou haſt 
aſſigned us, in this vale of ſorrows, may 
our ſouls, by thy unbounded goodneſs, 
de rendered ſit for the bliſs of angels, in 
thy kingdom &f everlaſting glory! This 
we beg for his ſake who paid the ranſom 
for repentant ſinners, and vanquiſhed 
death and the grave 


This Weſſed hope is the object you and 
I, and all of us, ought to hold neareſt 
our hearts. It will render us undaunted 
in danger, eaſy under affliction, chearful in 


the meane/? n, and happy even in 
deat / 
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Geath ! The roſpect of the glorles of 
eternity, will £1 our hearts and undler⸗ 
ſtanding, and, we thall always rejoice 1 with 
| exceeding great joy! 

Think of thoſe brave men, even whole, 
armies, who in days paſt, ſhed their blood 
in defence of their Faith in Chrit.. Some 
have expired under the acuteſt torture, 
ſtill looking forward to the glory which 
they believed would be revealed, becauſe 
it is promiſed, on no leſs % than the 
'© words of eternal liſe. | * 

In this enligbhtened age, many who 4now 
a but little; and he that lives 
in fear of God, is ſubject to be ridiculed, 
or ſcoſfed; not by the wiſe, the brave, 
nor honeſt man, but by the fol or knave. 
If they have wit, the more [miſchievous 
their influence, among thoſe who have act 
ſenſe enough to diſcover their folly. * 


© Who wickedly is wiſe, or madly brave, 
6 Is but the more a fool, — knaye.” 
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This is well remarked of thoſe ' who 
reaſon, and pretend to wiſdgm and courage, 


but are ra enough to neglect their duty 


to God, proving that they are ignorant, 
and ſlaves to, the world, and the worſt 
part of it, blindly led by their paſſions 
and appetites, as if no account of their 
lives would be demanded of them, at the 
tribunal of heaven. 


Men of this kind there are. If you find 


any ſuch, diſgracing the calling. of a ſea- 


man,—remember, that he who diſcharges 
his duty as a Chriſtian, mourns over 
wickedneſs, knowing that it tends to 
everlaſting confuſion ; and that ſuch vain 
and impious laughter will be ſoon turned 
into bitter weeping. 

If you, my friend, Huld be in ſuch 
bad company, on board ſhip, or on ſhore, 
reprove and admoniſh in the gentle ſpirit 
of Chriſtianity, If you cannot ſhun the 
ſcoffs, bear it as you may: the evil of the 
hour is very ſmall, compared to the wrath 
of an offended Cod for ever ] 


Be 


cc 
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Be it your conſtant care to > aft i in Tuch 
a manner as that you may rejpice i in the. 
_— which is ſet before you : © 


% Pleas'd to look forward, pleas'd to look 
ce behind, 

And count each dirth-day, with a grate- 
ful mind.“ 


You profeſs arms, as well as ſeaman/hip, 
and the purſuit of commerce. Be at all 
times active in promoting your calling as 
Chriſtian alſo. Be courageous in the de- 
fence of that eternal truth, for which your 
dear Lord and Maſter bled on the croſs !_ 
Shew at once your bravery in preſerving 
the rights of your country, and your 
gratitude to him who now beholds and 
records your thoughts, words, and ations. 
And be well aſſured, he will reward your 
faithful ſervices with everlaſting glory ! Be- 
lieve, my friend, obey, and be happy ! 
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MEDITATION ON THIS BOOK. 


RE theſe things ſo? Is there a ſtate 

of rewards and puniſhments after 

death? Surely man is not as the beaſt 
that periſhes ! 

I can look back on what is paſt, and 
e on what may come, when my 
preſent life is ended 

I diſcern good and evil, as ſuited to my 
nature as an immortal Being; and I have 
2 "will, by which I chuſe one or the 
other. . 

My mind revolts againſt the thought of 
falling into thing / 

I feel myſelf accountable to my own 
ronſcience, for all my thoughts, words, 
and actions. — And who gave me reaſin 
and conſcience, but bim that made me ? — 
Surely then, I an. accountable to him ! 

I am. 


Cie 
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I am accountable alſo to men for ſuch 
words and actions as are hurtful to ſo- 
ciety, and againſt the Jaws of the land, 
where I am a ſubject. For ſc ſoine kinds 
of offences, I may be * with 
death. 3 
hut crimes againſt men can winch only 8 

to the body; crimes againſt Gd extend 
to my ſoul Reaſon and conſtience' tell me 
it muſt be ſo; for if God is infinitely wiſe, 
he is infinitely juſt ; and, praiſed for ever 
be his aſs * is infinitely merciful. 
too! 

In reading this book, I learn, that 
Ged will pardon me, if I fincerely repent, 
but not otherwiſe. The zealous author 
tells me ſo, and the learned and pious agree 
with him. They are certainly in earne/t,. 
and mean to inſtruct me. 

And why do they care for me? Be- 
cauſe their humanity, and their religion 
as Chriſtians, require it. They have 
ſludied theſe weighty concerns, and exa- 
mined their own hearts. Shall not I alſo 
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examine mine? I am a man, as well as 
they; 1 muſt be accountable for what 
I know, and for what I think I ought to 


learn; and for the ſame reaſon that God 


is juſt and wiſe, he will not require of 
me any thing but what is juſt, and fit to 
be required of me. 

On what do the 207 and learned ground 
the- information they give me? On the 
ſeriptures, the ſacred word of God? Yes: 


They declare their belief is founded on 


the hiſtory of the life and death of the 
Son of God, Chriſt, the Redeemer of the 
world, and the laws which he hath left on 
record, to be a rule of life. Now if all who 
follow that rule, will be happy for ever; 
do not I, as well as they, defire to be 
happy for ever? And ſhall not I alſo uſe 
the 'means of obtaining this glorious 
end? 

Since theſe things are ſo, would it not 
be madneſs in me to live as if there were 
n God, nor any future ſlate? — As to this 
295 , A am ſenſible nothing is more un- 


* 9 


certain 
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certain than life : it is a flower that de- 
cuys ſoon*; a vapour that vaniſhes ; . a 
<< tale, told by an idiot, full, of ſound 
<« and fury, ſignifying nothing : :“ but as 
it relates to a fate after death which is 
to laſt for ever—it is every thing / 

O eternity! thou pleaſing, or thou 
dreadful thought !—juſt as we live in hope 
or fear HY 

Sin adds to the uncertainty of life! 
It may pleaſe the Almighty to make my 
bed this night in the grave. 

O God, I am reſolved to live like a 
Chriſtian ; I will fall on my knees before 
thee, and ſay, | 


« O Father, I have ſinned againſt 
© heaven, and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy ſon ; 
make me one of thy ſervants,” for 
though I have offended thee by unnum- 
bered tranſgreſſions, I beſeech thee, make 
<« thy candle to ſhine upon my head,” 
that by thy light I may walk unhurt 
through this ſhadow of darkneſs. The 

defire 
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deſine of my ſoul is towards hee! And 
what can 1 poſſeſs, which I would not 


reſign to be at peace with thee ? Thou art ; 
the God of my hope Thou art all in all / ; 
Though . the, corruption of my nature, 
and the frowardneſs. of my will, have ſo 
often. eſtranged thee from me, yet thy p 
loving-kindnefs. and mercy bid me hope 
—In that hope do I rejoice | Thou art » 
the object of my love! To thee, I now P 
devote my. heart! Give me reſolution to- 

obey thee hereafter, as my ſupreme good, a 
in compariſon of which all other things 2 
are of ud value. 3 
Thus may I run the race which is ſet 4 
before me; and, exerciſing the reaſon thou i 
haſt given me, receive the reward which ” 
thou haſt promiſed, even thy mercy, O 1 
Father eternal, in everlaſting happineſs ! 9 
—And let me ever pray for thy favour and 8 

3 aid! 7 
0 LORD of life, and Author of all: . Q 
good | | teach me to number my days, that W 
each. may pals math. its ful reckoning ! | __ 
In. as 
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In the apparent misfortunes of the years 
which I have lived, when the gloomy 
clouds of adverſity had over-ſhadowed my 
ſoul, thy benignant arm upheld me. 

O eſtabliſh me with thy ſpirit, that the 
exerciſe of my gratitude and hb, may be 
diſplayed through all the remaining days 
which thy providence "Hy have ap- 


pointed for me. 
Fill my foul with the Std pation of 


thy mercies! Let my praiſes aſcend with 


a ſweet ſavor to thy throne, that I may 
receive the bleſſing thou haſt promiſed- to 
thy faithful ſervants; and rejoicing in 


thy ſalvation, through Jeu 'Chrift, let 
my obedience to his laws be the joy and 
comfort of my life. This I beg, O father 
of mercy, in his name who died on the 


croſs for miſerable finners 


Thus I will indulge my thoughts, ever 
conſcious of my paſt tranſgreſſons ; 3 and 
with earneſt ſupplication cheriſh contrition, 
exulting even in the ſorrows of my ſoul, 
as theſe may lead me to joy 


Q GOD, 
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060 , behold me from thy mercy's 


ſeat, and let thy grace deſcend upon 
my heart, which ſighs with unutterable 


woe]! Let my prayers fly up to heaven as 
incenſe, where thy glorious. altars ſhine ! 

Bend thine ears to my ſupplications, 
unknowing, as I am, what words to utter 

Let not the general doom of death 
diſturb me! My hope, O God! with con- 
trition in her wings, aſcends. to thee ! 

Vile and corrupt as I am, thou knoweſt 
my inmoſt thoughts, and how much 1 
long to be acceptable in thy fight! 


O God, grant me That peace this world 
cannot give, that living on earth in thy 


fear, when my approaching hour ſhall 
come, I may be received under the ſha- 
dow of thy mercy ! 

This I beg, O tender Father, in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt, my bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour! 


Thus armed for health or fuekneſs, life 
or death, I will rejoice in the God of my 
ſalvation! Sickneſs and death arc as com- 

5 mon 
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mon as the air; and the air of the land or 
ſea may equally contribute to lengthen life. 
But whether by land or ſea, in a ſhort 

life or à long one, I will endeavour to 
fit myſelf for /ife and death, that let death 
come, whenever it ſhall pleaſe the Lord 
of life—lI may be ready / 
I will learn to think properly of my con- 
dition, and glory in my Chriſtian calling; 
thus making my humble prayer f 


1¹ 0 $T merciful God al reader Father, 
in whoſe hands are the appointments of if 
and death; grant me grace to conſider 
ſickneſs and pain, as thy viſitations ta 
remind me of my „nt, and induce me to 
repent: of them. Remove far from me all 
impatient thoughts, that firmly truſting 
in thy gracious promiſes, through Chri/t, 
the Savigur of the world, the ſortows of 
my ſoul may be relieved! O ſend me thy 
comfort 1 Whether in health, or the ſtroke 
of death, grant me thy grace, and gra- 
cious protection! Grant it for the ſake af 


7 eſus 
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Jeſus Obri, who died on the croſs, that 
repenting of my ſins, I might live with 
him in glory everlaſting! This: I beg, 


great Father ef mercy ! through the media- 
tion of my #efſed Lord ; in whoſe name I 
conſtantly offer up 87 — Our 
Father, &c. 


What is the confideration of mortality, 
if I carry not my thoughts to 71-mmortality : 
and from corruption and death, to incorrup- 
ron and lie? | þ 

I feel that I ife is never ſo pleaſant, as 
when death appears the leaſt terrible, 'The 
love of God, and my fellow-creatures, 


doing all the good I can, make my 


life wear off ſmoothly. O may I live, 
in ſach a manner, as to entertain a lively 
hope of a joyful reſurrection; truſting, 
that when my days ſhall come to an 
end, I ſhall riſe from the feaſt of life, 


well pleaſed and ſatisfied, my ſoul afcend- 
* in 3 
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MERC Gody and Father of 
Ii, bear my ſupplication, and lighten 
my heart withy the bright beams of thy 
wonderous love rt the children of men 
Let my ſenſe ot temporal affliction be 
Toft in the contemplation of thy love, in 

not ſuffering the ag to divide me from 
tha! 

':SanRify all thy eorrections to me, that 
as I have warred againſt the evil propen- 
ſities of my nature, I may now find 
ſtrength in my dependance on thy merey, 
and receive Death as a ex to 
* venly joy! 

O Eternal Father ! FR of al 1 
Guardian of all ſpiritual nature: Defender 

of thy faithful fervants! Open thine ears 
to my humble prayer! When my hour ſhall 
come | When it ſhall pleaſe thee to remove 
me hence, let me die the death of the 
righteous, and be received into thoſe re- 


gions where ſickneſs, pain, and ſorrow 
are not known ! 


Aerciful God, the Father of © our hd 
3 Teſs 
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Jeſus Chriſt, who is the reſurrection of 
the dead, raiſe me, I beſeech thee, from 
the death of fin to the /ife of righteouſ- 
neſs, that when I leave this troubled ſcene, 
J may ſleep in Chriſt; and in the reſur- 
rection at the laſt- day, receive the bleſſing 
he will then pronounce to all his faithful 
ſervants, ** Come, ye bleſſed children of 
„ my father, receive the kingdom pre- 
* pared for you, from the foundation of 
'*© the world.” 

O righteous and eternal Goa, infinite in 
mercy to all thy creatures, prepare my heart 
that thine ear may hearken thereto ! Hear 
this my petition, —Hear me, O my Father 
and my God | Thou haft been my ſuccour 
ſince I hung upon the breaſt | Hear me 
now, for the ſake of him, who died upon 
the croſs to redeem the world | | 


